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by sections 138 and 139 of the Bill, which gave tho Licutenant-Governor power 
to enforce contributions from municipalities for elementary vernacular education.+ 
The distiziction was that municipal commissioners might dovote portion of their 
funds to the, Righer classes of schools, but must devote a small portion of it to 
elementary vernacular education. When this was put upon its proper basis, 
there could, he thought, be no real objection to tha provision—not that he 
oxpoeted that his hon’ble friends opposite would not object to enforcing upon 
commissioners the duty of making payments on account of vernacular cduca- 
tion { it was’new and thereforo it was horrible. But ho would point out that in 
almost every civilized country this was made a charge upon local rating, and 
he thought ‘it might bo safely said that if our municipalities were sufficiently 
advanced for oven the germs of self-government, we might fairly claim from 
them, contributions for education. It was well known that the majority of muni- 
cipalities were poor ; that they had very small surpluses and many wants and 
responsibilities ; and there was no doubt that in the first instance they would not 
be uble very largely to contribute towards education. But there was no doubt 
that they did at present manage to contribute something to the support of dis- 
pensaries, and that many of them contribtted very largely for this purposo ; 
und it was to a great extent owing to a not very recent ruling of the Govern- 
ment, which allowed municipal contributions to be considered as private sub- 
scriptions, and thus cnabled them to call for further assistance from the Govorn- 
mont, that the number of dispensaries had of late very largely increased in Bengal. 
If municipalities contributed towards dispensaries, then i thought there was no 
great chango in fe iple in requiring them to contribute towards cducation. If 
the people would only understand how closely allied ignorance was with disease, 
and both with vice, he thought he might say that to provide for clementary educa- 
tion whs really a first step towards the futuro diminution of the charges for police 
and hospitals, Although he had said that tho principle was a new one, it was 
in one aspect not new; it was not so very different from a well-known principle 
which had long obtained in Bengal under the system of providing patshalas and. 














| gooroo mohashayes. In most villages in Bengal there were patshalas, and gooroo 


inohashoyes maintained nominally perhaps at the expense of the zemihdars, 
but in reality paid for by the ryots. He had no doubt that when tho novelty: 
had worn off, and when the people bocame familiar with the idca, tho terrors 
of the unknown would considerably diminish, and the same enlightened liber- 
ality which had already studded Bengal with anglo and anglo-vernacular 
aided schools would in its new sphere of municipalities work to the same ends, 
and with similar and perhaps more useful results. 

‘Thoro was ono other point to which he would draw tho attention of the 
Council, though it was perhaps scarcely one upon which this Council could take 
any offective steps,—it was in regard to the exemption of military officers 
residing in muni upalities from taxation. The old law which was consolidated 
in the present Bill did not provide for this cxemption, and tho present 





. Bill even did not do so; and he had-no doubt that the Council would see that 


thare was no obvious and fair reason why military officers, who shared in the 
benefits of municipal government, should not pay for those benefits with the 
rest of the people, This question was raised im 1866 in conncction with the 
suburban municipality and the cantonments of Dum-Dum and Barrackpore, 
which were once under the operation of chowkeodareo unions under Act XX of 
1856. Tho military guthorities claimed oxemption, but the municipalitics 
did not sce ay} reason to cxompt them. ‘Tho question was referred to 
tho Government of India, who suid that the question was a delicate and 
ourmplicater one, and that it would be considered when the whole subject of 
residence in cantonments came under the consideration of tho Government, and 
thatin the mean time military officers should not be called upon to pay. From 
that time to this no ordors had been issued upon the subject, and on a recent 
referénce it was found that the matter was still deomed too conyflicated 
for decision. He did not soe how the Council could do anything in this matter ; 
but he wished to point out that in the portion of the Bill which provided fur a 
tax upon carriages and horses, exemption was given for single chargers belong- 
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ing to officers, but military residents were clearly presumed and presupposed 
liable along with the rest of the inhabitants to all taxes. Again, the Bil gave 
no power to the commissioners, or to the Government, to exempt any person or 
clnss of persons from any particulur tax, save in. tho instance ¢f, the tax upon 
houses, where it gavé power to exempt persons solely on the ground of poverty. 
Should the Government,of India say that the military authorities were not to 
pay municipal taxes, the Council would be in a dilenima, and the Govérnment 
would be bliged to ask them for a special law to exempt them. Perhaps the 
hawble member in charge of the Bill would consider the expediertey of intro- 
ducing a section giving to the Govermuent power to exempt any class of persons 
whom they should doom it necessary to exempt. 

He had no further remarks to make in respect to the details of the Bill. He 
expected no doubt that we should hear many objections raised to the Bill: we 
should be told that it was Utopian to attempt to give even the germ of represen- 
tative government. to the people, who had uot shown themselves fitted for such 
govermnent; that it was monstrous, while the prominent wants of the country 
were not satisfied, to call upon them to provide for education ; we should he told 
that we were legislating for the future ; the taunt was perhaps a little stale, and he 
hoped that the future for which we were legislating was not a very distant future. 
He did not see how, consistently with our duty to our country, wo could, whilst 
we were in India, do otherwise. It was not for us to say, “until you ean swim 
you shall not go inte the water; until you know the value of vepresentative 
institutions, you shall nét have them ; until you know the benetitsf education, 
you shall not be given the means of education.” If we were not to be in the 
van, if we were not to lead the people in what we believe to be the path of 
sy he knew not what other duty we had. It was surely uot for us in this 
to sink tw what a recent writer speaks of as “administrative nihMism,” 
and to confine our attention solely to maintaining the distinctions betweon 
meum and tun. The foundation stone of municipal institutions in Bengal was 
laid by Sir Cecil Beadon in 1864, and during the whole of his Lieutenant- 
Governorship he supervised them with great personal interest and care. He 
Jooked upon this Bill as the natural and neeessary sequel to the legislation of 
1864. He had frequently heard it said that the work which was done then was 
asham, and he could quite derstand how, from an English point of viow, and 
whon compared with English institutions, it would appear to be a sham. ‘To 
his view it not so. Such municipalities as we lad, and such municipalities 
as we shall wider this Bill haye, were uo doubt most imperfectly developed, but 
they were udapted to a very i sch age and state of society. Tt appeared to 
lim that it would be as reasonable to say that the flects of our ancestors 
were a sham because they were not iron-clad, as it was to say that theso 
municipal institutions, though adapted to the special cireumstances of the 






































































country, were a shim, because they were not equal to English institutions, 


It 





ppeared to him that they were capable of expansion, development, and 
mvth, and he had no doubt tht we should see that they would develop, 
and be most useful and important means of national education; and he knew * 
of nothing in the whole scope of public administration that eould be compared 
jn its importance as an instrument of national education with local self-govern- 
ment, and for this local self government the Bill provided, ho believed, a very 
satistactory and hopeful foundation. le trusted that this Council would affirm 
that: principle by referring the Bill to a sclect committee, 

Rasan Jorexpro Mouun Tacore said, as far as he flad beck, able to master 
the details of this Bill, he did not think there was anything to which exception 
could be taken as regards the consolidation of the different Municipal Acts now 
in operations” He confessed, however, that he did not quite seo the necessity of 
this consqlidation, unless the object wero to impose new taxes and throw now 
responsibilities upon the people. But this was what struck him to be the most 
objectiaguble feature of the Bill. Already there was an outcry throughout 
the country against the excessive pressure of taxation ; tax after tax was being 
imposed upon the peoplo in one shape or another, (it mattered not whother 
imperial or local), and the minds of the peoplo had-beon thrown into a state of 
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uncertainty and alarm. He would appeal to tho official members of the 
Comcil to bear him out in these observations. The days of the pagoda: 
tree. néw no longor existed, and stubborn facts had proved to the world 
the exceedirgly poor condition of- the people of this,country. It was ‘only 
the other day that a rospectable journal published un abstract of tho 
income tax statistics of tho Lowor Provinces, which showed that only 4% 
in every 10,000 persons could bo assessed under schedule A of the Act. 
‘Allowing suficient*margin for the over-assessment of the income tax cificialy the 
poverty of the population generally was quite patent. He submitted whether 
under’ these circumstances new burdens were not likely to creato a decal of 
dissatisfaction. 

The hon’ble member in charge of the Bill had said that two only out of the 
seven forms of taxation provided in the Bill were now. But he begged to draw 
attention to the fact that the provision for the pr cession tax itsclf included 
another tax, viz. a tax upon ceremonies not exclusively religious, but which had no 
connection whatover with processions. Tolls upon vehicles and beasts of burden 
has been hitherto levied in certain places where roads had becn constructed by 
the ferry fund committees, but as tar as ho was aware he knew of no instance 
in which they had*been collected within any municipal limit. ‘The license tax 
upon trades and professions was known only to the metropolis of Culcutta, and 
would bo entirely new to all the mofussil municipalities. Of the other taxes 
it should be romembored that some only were apnlicablo to ono class wf 
municipalities and some to another; but under the Jill as it stood all these taxes 
might, if necessary, bu imposed in any ono place. ‘True it was that the taxes were 
nof to he compulsory, but with so many new obligations upon the municipalities 
there must of necessity be new taxes, and the only choice the people would have 
in the matter would bo to submit to just as many taxes as might bo necessary 
to meet the increased demands on the muucipality. Our nursery tales 
related that in former days porsons conyicted of capital offences were sometimes 

enerously offered their choice of the mode of death they liked to dic; 
ath they certainly had to meet, but they had the consolation of sclecting 
the way in which they proferred to be killed; the position of the rate- 
payers under this Bill would be something similar. ‘axed they must bo, 
and that heavily too, but they would havo the satisfaction of selecting 
the sort of burdon they would’ liko to be prossed with. It might be urged 
that as the Commissioners were to be elected, and as represcntatives of the” 
peoplo, they would accopt only such burdens es would bo suited to their 
capacities and conditions. He was not sure how fir, with rare exceptions, 
the population of mofussil towns were fitted for olectivo municipulities; 
but howover that might be, he was humbly of opinion that as long us the 
Magistrate would be the Chairman of the Commissioners, tho other Com- 
missioners must necossarily sink into the position of “jo keokum members ;” 
for who that held any subordinate office under Government, or owned an 
property in tho mofussil, would think of incurring the displeasure of the hakim? 
+ Besides, power was reserved to the Government to remove any Commis- 
sioner for neglect of duty, and nothing would be easier for a Magistrate than to 
roport the name of any Commissioner for removal, who might happen to oppose 
the Magistratos’s gchome of taxation. Moreover, power was given by tho Bill 
to the Governnient to compel Commissioners to do certain things. The hon’ble 
the President had gn a former occasion observed that this powor would 
‘be confined ,to threo things, viz. education, tho maintenance of roads, and 

lice. With all deference to the views expressed by His Honor, ho (Rnjab 
‘oteendro Mohun Tagore) would take leave to draw the attention of the Council 
to the latter portion of section 137 of the Dill, which ran as follows : 
\ . “And the Lieutenant-Governor nay, on the report of such committos, esll upo the Commis- 
sioners, by requisition in writing signed by him and published in the Ouloutta Gazette, 10 raise 
the mocesuary and carryout the purposes of this Act, and thereupon if the i 
neglect for ‘the space of three mouths. then next ensuing to comply with the eaid reffieigion, the 
‘Lieutenant-Gorernor may direct the Magistrate to raise the necessary funds under the pi 
Of this Act, aud carry ont in-all reepatte the purpouee theteof. 
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He spoke under correction, but it seemed to him— 

(His Honor the President explained that it appeared to hini that section 
137 was comploto in itself, and that the words read out referred specially to 
that ‘section and not to the whole Act.] 6. 

Ragan JorgenpRo Monun Tagore continued.—However that might be, under 
the circumstances mentioned he must confoss that he thought that the elective 
aystem would be nothing but in name, and that the real power would be in the 
hands of the magistrates. He was freo to confess that these “officials generally 
had nothing but the good of the country at heart: but their stay in’ any one 
station being for a limited period anly, with an oxcusable human feeling, they 
were anxious to make thetr short administration as brilliant as might be, and 
leave their impress on the locality. Necessarily they were anxious to carry out 
their English notions of municipalities with high pressure speed. If the law 
therefore afforded such facilities of taxation as were given by this Bill, tax 
after tax would be imposed upon the people, and their sufferings would have 
no end. 

As to third class municipalities he did not quite understand how the ques- 
tion of chakran lands could be separated. He presumed that it was neithor the 
intention of the Government to make the people maintain a double set of men 
for the same police dutics, nor to release the owncrs of chakran from their 
obligations, and make them a gift of the lands rent-froo. He was not in fall 
possession of the circumstances under which the Government intended to 
proceed in this mattcr, “ind he was not therefore ina competent position to 
chable him to discuss the matter further at present. : 

With reference to the subject of education he begged to bring to the notice 
of the Council the fact that the renee funds of municipalities could never be 
found adequate to bear the additional charge for education. With this aew 
obligation therefore there must of necessity be a new tax, although it might not be 
called an educational cess. The effect, however, would be the same, whether the 
tax was taken in the name of un cducational cess or in any other name. His 
Honor tho President had justly observed that there was hardly a village in 
Bengal im which there was not a patshala, IIe (Rajah Joteondro Mohun Tagore) 
would go a step further and say that there was hardly any considerable village 
in which there were not two or three patshalws, which proved that the volun- 
tary system of education was working well. ‘There were of course some excep- 
tional places in which no such institution as a pa/skala existed, but the presump- 
tion, in such cases, was that the peopl in such places being either actual cultivators 
or laborers could not spare their children for the school, and consequently the 
want of primary cducation was not felt there, and, even if palskalas wero ésta- 
blished in those places, little or no advantage would be taken of the benefits they 
would afford, unless a system of compulsory education were introduced by the 
Government. ‘The effect therofore of having such compulsory provisions in the 
Bill would be to empower overzealous magistrates to establish pa/shalas whero 
they would be absolutety useless, or to raiso existing palshalas to a standard. 
far beyond the means and requirements of the people, 

Me. Ronson said that this Bill for the consolidation of the municipal laty 
was one of tho most important measures that had ever been laid before the 
Council. Whereas municipalities were undoubtedly tho truo foundation of free 
institutions, and this Bill would be the most important and comprehensive 
towards giving the people of this country something in the form of self-govorn- 
ment, to which legislation had been tending since the goves nmont.was taken over, 
by the Crown, he thought that in considering this oa we ougit to dismias 
entirely from our minds any idea that we were introducing any_boon of 
western civilization to the people of this country. For the real fact’ wag that 
the people of india were perfectly well acquainted with municipal institutions,—q 
that they Hived undor social institutions, bearing all the force and ‘aect’ cf 
municipalities, hundreds of years before the British came to India. On & 
former oevasion ho had romerked that it would bg highly desirable, in connec. 
fion with the subject of taxation, that the opinio rat the bulk of the, people 
should be made known to tho Council. His Honot'the President then remarked 
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that it would be extremely desirablo that that should be done, but that the masses, 
of the pope had no represontatives in this Council, and that there was much 
difficulty’ in ascertaining what their real sentiments were. He (Mr. Robinson) 
certainly did hot represent the peoplo of the country, and ho was not aware 
-that even the native gontlomen who eat in this Council did so. Conaidering that 
this Bill, which related to a subject with which tho pegple of this country- wero 
thoroughly acquainted, he thought it would be most desirable that every possible 
step should be take by the Government—arid he had no doubt that it was in 
the power of the Governmont to take such, steps—to ascertain the views of as 
largo a portion of the native community as possiblo, especially in regard to the 
different forms of taxation to be imposed by the Bill. Hc had himself seen a 
strong illustuation of what the native population could do in carrying out many 
of the objects of municipal institutions. In the city of Hattras in the North- 
Western Provinces there was not a European resident, either official or 
non-official, and there was no official from between 26 or 30 miles of the 
place. But under the supervision of native gentlemen in the place, that city 
‘was as perfect and well-workod in its arrangements as any place he had ever 
seen in India ; it was clean, well-ordered, and woll-kept in every possible way. 
It scomed to him that we must assume that if the people of the North-Western 
Provinces could accomplish such a rosult as that, it must be equally possible for 
the people of Bengal, who, as a rule, were possessed of higher intelligence, to 
produce similar results, and to be able to give most important advice as to how 
those results could best be arrived at. ae * 

The subjoct upon which a great deal had been said was the varicty of the 
forms of taxation. His Honor the President had described them as achoice ofa 
rambor of good things. He(Mr. Robinson) was inclined to think that these good 
things were really too many. He would not at present enter into details; that 
would be done when the Council came to consider the clauses of the Bill; but ho 
could not seo how this variety of taxes could be lovicd without their becoming 
cumulative. The hon’ble member in charge of the Bill, in alluding to this sub- 
ject, had said that in a place in which one or two of these taxes wero applicable, 
the others would not be resorted to. He (Mr. Robinson) really could not 
follow the hon’blo member's argument, and he thought that, on consideratian, 
tho hon’ble momber would find that that could not be meant. 1t was very true 
that, asa rulo, the groator number of these cumulative taxes would fall only. upon 
the richer people in municipalities, but still, even in regard to them, it would not. 
bo fair or reasonable that they should pay in excess of what their position 
demanded. Another objection which struck him with regard to this great 
variety of taxation was this, that municipalities would be guided by different ideas 
and difforent views, and it seemed to him that it would be impvssiblo to avoid the 
effect of one place being made very much dearer or very much cheaper than 
another, and the peoplo would naturally flock to cities under municipal institu- 
tions whore theso chargos were light, and that they would naturally leave those 
cities where the ume charges were heavier, and there might bo constantly 
considerable and very disturbing fluctuations of the population moving about 
the country, and disorranging the plans of many municipalities, specially 
upsetting their estimates of income. 

The only special tax to which he would now allude was tho octroi duty. 
That he considered in every way to be a most objcctionable tax: in fact, he 
could not seo how to get over the physical difficulty of collecting itin any wa: 
except in walled tows having gates of entrance. “He had oon lately throug] 
several walled cities in Italy where this tax was collected by guards stationed at 
the gates, which he bolieved to be the only way in which it could be collected. 
But it seemed to him that it would be impracticable in the straggling, open 
fowns in Bengal to effectively collect the tax at all at a.cost that could make 
it remuneratiye to municipalities. In addition to that was the difficulty pointed 
outsby the hon’ble member who opened the debate (Mr. Bayley),-of avoiding 
this tax becoming a transit duty. He thought that was a matter wér grave 
consideration, and he entirely agreed with the hon’ble member in ‘ail the 
remarks which he madé-upon that subject. 
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One other reniark he would make, which was not perhaps exactly in connec- 
‘tion with the consideration of the present Bill, was the proposal that under 
cortain restrictions the commissioners should be made elective. He thought it 
was highly desirable that the elective principle should be carried oyt as far as 
possible; Yat he would suggest that probably it would be desirable that that 
priuciple should first be tried in Calcutta where it did not exist. He thought 
Hwould be very advisable to trypit hero, where munieipal institutions-had 
been in existence for some yearg and the result would ‘be a safe guide in 
extending it to anunicipalitis in the mofuwsil. Ho felt strongly that this 
‘was a Bill of great importance, and ho was sure that all the members of 
the Council would give it their most carnest consideration, He hoped that 
if the discussion on this Bill was taken in the freest and fullest manner 
possible, and if overy information was sought for from the Peaple who 
would be affected in their sociul life by the institutions proposed to be esta- 
Dlished under the Bill, and fair attention given to those opinions, he was 
sure it would be passed in a form which, while providing for the prosperity 
of the people under the Government of Bengul in the future, would at the same 
time avoid creating dissatisfaction and irritation in the present, an object he 
considered most especially to be desired. . 

Basob Diguauex Miter said, he fully appreciated the good intentions and 
the liberal views which had inspired some of the leading provisions of the pro- 
posed measure, and however widely opinions might differ as to their 
adaptability to’ this country, they afforded at any rate an assurance of 
the generous and enlightened policy which it was the wish of the Go- 
vernment to pursue in the adininistration of these provinces. There 
could be no question that it would materially forward the causo of good 
government, if the people, under well-organized institutions, undertook 
the management of their own local affairs. But the question still re- 
mained, were tho conditions met with in this country such as to encourage a 
reasonable hope of these popular institutions being successfully introduced here ? 
It was needless to inquire whether or not such institutions were congenial to 
tho genius of the Aryan race, to which it was said it was our privilege to belong, 
or, whether they were at any time in existence in this country. It was sufficient 
for our present’ purpose to know that indigenous institutions of the kind, even in 
a qualified form, were nowhere to be found at the present day, at any rate in 
Bengal, and ho must confess, however reluctantly, that the country was neither 
politically, socially, morally, or intellectually ‘prepared for their reception. 
‘Apart from other considerations, upon which he need not dwell, he would only 
obseryo that the very essence of such institutions, that from which they drew 
their vitality, and upon which their successful working was mainly dependant, 
was totally wanting here ; he meant public spirit, viz. that enlightened idea of 
self-interest, which prompted men under certain political conditions to subordi- 
nate individual to Fable good, and to submit hoeially to self-sacrifice so that 
tho wellebeing of tho community might be promoted, 'Thoro was no want of 
private charity, no want of active sympathy, of a strong impulse, to relieve the 
sufferings of ‘others; but such a thing as a well-directed confederation for the 
advancement of the common interests of the community was utterly unknown. 
The only object for which such an union was at present possible, was when a 
Barwaree Poojah was to be celebrated in the village, or wher. man, who hdd 
rendered himself obnoxious by his heterodox opinions in religion, was to be 
outcasted. It would, he hoped, be hardly contended, that such Q state of social 
@isintegration was at all congenial to the healthy deveclopmext of popular 
institutions, which, wherover they existed, were found to be the out-come, and not, 
as he humbly. believed, the precursor of national self:government, which it was 
His Honor’s ¢arnost wish to foster among the people of the country, | Tt-wag 
not to be wondered at, therefore, that the attempt hitherto made to ‘naturalize 
these institutions in this country had not resulted in success. ‘Instead of 
dually wttaining to the dignity and usefulness of popalar institutions, wl 
for tho impartial and judicious levy of taxes, or for the equitable applicationsof 
the dame, they had for all practical purposes degtnerated into organizations for 
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investing one man with irresponsible power in respect of both, und the power, 
he was sorry to say, was aéldom oxercised with a sparing hand. It was a gene- 
ral complaint that the taxes the rate-payors had to pay were heavy: nor were they 
impartially levied ; and instances wore not quite unknown of the pressure of thd 
municipal foxes having driven men to desert their ancestral homes and heprths, 
and expatriate themselves to places whero these institutions were yet unknown. 
Neither were the purpososto which the amunieipal funds wore wpplied sue ‘a 
benefitted the gaara body of rate-payery nor such’ as they would sanction if 
thoy had any will of their own in the nftter. The real truth was that the 
non-offigial native members could not, for many reasons, exercise a salutary 
cheek over the action of the chief executive officer of the municipality, nor 
would they individually or collectively venture to oppose him in any of his pet 
measures at the possible risk of incurring his displeasure. There were, he admit. 
tod, oxceptions, and honorable ones too, but nevertheless they were exceptions 
which only went to prove the rule. ‘I'he only check under the circumstances té 
extravagance, a weakness to which we were all more or less liable, when disbursing 
money which did not belong to us and for which we were not accountuble, was 
that which was imposed by the forbearance of the executive himself. Such was 
his (Baboo Degumber Mitter’s) experience of the municipal institutions ws they 
had been found on trial in this country ; aud holding the causes of their failure, 
asalroudy stated, to be those which were not casily removable by legislation, hc 
was far from sanguine of happier results attending the improvement so liberally 
cenecived and earn ontemplated to be introduced in their constitution. 
He was afruid that his views on the subject would mbt be sympathized with by 
some of his cducatod countrymen, but he regretted he could not, for the sake of 
an idea, close his ears to the loud complaints which these so-called popular 
institutions had aiready evoked ; and without meaning that these institutions 
should be at once. swept away, he would bring them under more officient 
control than could be exercised by the non-oflicial commissioners, under such 
control as he believed, and he trusted to a certain extent would be met by section 
205 of the Bill. At any rato, he felt considerable reluctance in supporting the 
farilter extension of theso institutions, especiully to rural villages, ashe believed 
was contempluted under part XII of the Bill. ° 

‘As for the new sources of taxation proposed in tho Bill, their propriety or 
otherwise could not, he humbly thought, be fairly considered without at the same 
time taking into consideration the nature of the obligations which the Bill sought 
to impose upon the municipality. If the obligations were such us should justly 
devolve upon them, or such as, under existing circumstances, they were impera- 
tively called upon to undertake in the interest of the rato-payers, the municipality 
must any how find means to discharge those obligations, and it would merely be'a 
question for consideration whether, in vi of the agency available, and other 
circumstances peculiar to particular localities, some of the proposed new taxes 
would not be infinitely more harassing and vexatiously burdensome to the 
rato-payers than an augmontation of the present direct taxes, and whether 
the levy of such taxes would not entail an expenditure in establishment quite 
disproportionate to their probable gross yield. He would, however, take this 
opportunity of respectfully objecting to faxing gencral income for municipal 
purposes. "He admitted that the provision to tax according to circumstances 
was not quite, an innovation in this Bill, but it had never before taken that 
definite and ‘practical shape which he believed section 32 of the Bill was 
designed to give fp it. As regarded the obligations which were recommended 
to be inn upon the municipality, viewing them with the light thrown upon. 
them by Ifis Honor at the last mecting of the Council, viz. that all of them 
were not compulsory, he should have had little to say in respect of them if ho 
thought they would really be self-imposed, or, in othor words, if the bodies to 
whom tho choice of imposing them was to be delegated, had any of tho essential 
glements of self-government in their composition, or if he thought that tho samo 
could bo infusod into them by moans of legislation. But, as he believed, the 
ehajce of their imposition would rest with some others than tho raté-payers, and 
as, aftor all, the municipalities, as had been so aptly described by the Hon’ble 
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Mr. Strachoy in the other council, were but a branch of the Governniont, it 
‘was on ‘that account of the utmost importance that the principles under-lying 
those obligations should be carefully cxamined before they acquired the force of 
aw, and that task could not be better performed than by the select conimittee 
to whom the Bill might be referred, 6 


As for education however, he was glad to be able to endorse fully all that 
had been said on the subject by His Honor and the hon’blo member in charge 
of the Bill at the last meeting of the Council and on other previous occasions. 
There could be no question that every child had a right to" reecive an ody- 
cation suited to his condition in life, and if his parents were unable to give it 
to him, he had an undoubted claim apon the State for the samo; and he (Baboo 
Digumber Mitter) did not know that a better scheme could have been devised 
to supplement the imperial grant, which was admittedly insufficient for the 
purpose, than the one recommended in this Bill; which, while obviating 
the necessity of a special cess for the ‘yupore, enunciated the only practical 
and rational mode of disseminating and developing mass education in. this 
country, viz, by means of the gradual application of the grant-in-aid system. 
Mass education was no doubt desirable alike in the interests of good govern- 
ment and of humanity, but it was equally desirable that a sudden disruption 
should not take place in the existing social and industrial economy of the 
country, by its being quickened by a sort of hot-house treatment, or pursued 
under a system of tuition which might inspire a di for the specially 
arduous life to which at least three-fourths of the population of the country were 
destined. And towards that ‘end he fully agreed with His Honor that the indige- 
nous patshala, or odueation by a goroo mohashoy, which until lately was the only 
education available to the middle classes in all the mofussil towns, was far prefer- 
able to the systom of mass education inaugurated by the education department, 

ich, besides being expensive, aimed at imparting «kind of edueation evidently 
ont with a life of drudgery, which, as he had already observed, three- 
fourths of the population must inevitably lead. But itanight be said that the 
schome of mass education propounded in the Bill would be emasculated by exelud- 
ingthe rur: he had sugested, from its operation. Ifhe had understood 
part XII of the Billaright, he believed it contemplated tho oxtension of municipal 
government to villages which were now covered by the Chowkeedaree Act passed 
Jast year by this Council. If so, he thought that for purposes of fostering the 
growth of indigenous patshalus in villages where the same might be needed, it 
would be enough to revise that Act to the extent of investing the punchaycts of 
such villages with the further power of raising a sum sufficicnt to mect the 
educational demand of the village. This sum, supplemented by a like amoutit 
from the grant-n-aid fund, would soon bring into existence a number of cheap 
puishalus, enough to mect the present educational requiroments of the country, 
without at the sume time proving such a drain on the imperial grant for educu- 
tion as it might find it impossible to meet. ‘Theso village patshalus might be 
placed under the supervision of the punchayets and the sub-divisional officers, 
as the municipal padsialay were designed to be placed under that of the magis- 
trate and the municipal commissioners. 






















































In regard to the only other new obligation imposed on the municipality, 
viz. the support or relicf of the poor, he was afraid that the country would 
regard it as the thin end of the wedge towards the general introduction of a 
“poor rate.” He did not for a moment deny that the really helpless had a 
claim for support upon the community to which he belongéd, but’ the social 
system of the country, to which the utmost respect was yet paid, was such 
that legislative interference in that dircction was scarcely called for. There 
were fow Hindoos or Mahomedaus in the country who’ would refuse to givo 
sheltor and food td a helpless relative, however distantly connected by_ blood, 
and it was to this happy feature in our sociul fabric that was mainly due the. 
fact, that death by starvation was scldom or never heard of in this country” 
except in, thiies of widespread and general distress, such as could only bo, 
caused by famine. He humbly questioned therefore the wisdom of tho policy. 


SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JANUARY 24, 1872.- 85 




















which sought to substitute an expensive and of necessity a complicated machi- 
nery of rolief under the authority of law, for one which was alroudy in operat 
tion, and was working satisfactorily, on a self-acting principle. 


Movuvy Azpoot Lurezr said he had listened with pleasure, and studied he 
hoped with profit, the speeches mado at several meetings of the Council by the 
hon’ble member in chargo of the Bill, and he must*say that seldom had a 
measure, involving the delicate application of so many important principles of 
local finance and taxation to the necessities of a provinco so little advanced in 
munivipal experience as Bengal, been explained with such clearness and preci- 
sion. LHe had also been mindful of the opinions expressed outside of this 
Council, and he could not but regard it as a fortunate circumstance that public 
opinion was sufficiently advanced to be able to appreciate the benefits of a 
measure about to be extended to the country. If he might venture on a sug- 
gestion at this stage of the Bill, he would propose that the Bill which gave a 
Consolidated municipal law to all places in the mofussil to which the Govorn- 
ment might determine to extend it, and left out the Presidency town of Cal- 
cutta for reasons which were self-evident, should also leave out the munici- 
pality of the suburbs of the metropolis which had a municipal law of its own. 
‘Phat law was quite sufficient for all practical purposes, and only requirtd some 
amendment to make it complete, for which ashort Act would answer far better 
than bringing the suburbs within the range of this municipal law. In fact 
it would be difficult to work such a law in the subuzban municipality, the 
administration, of which was but little different from that which prevailed in 
Calcutta. The police of the suburbs was controlled from the police office in 
Yall Bazar. There was a very large European and wealthy and intelligent 
native population in tho suburbs, whose wants and requirements of municipal 
government wore far ahead in such matters of those of the people in the 
places to which the Bill under discussion might be held to apply. He would 
therefore strongly recommend the insertion of a special clause exempting the 
suburbs of Calcutta from the operation of this Bill. - 











As regards the taxes proposed, there was, in his opinion, very little reason- 
able objection to the mumber included in tho Bill, since it was optional with 
municipalities to select whichever of them they liked but he must say that the 
octroi was not at all suitable to the circumstances of towns in Bengal. 


Mr. Wray said he had no doubt that not only this Council, but the 
general public, would be greatly gratified at the introduction of this Bill, which 
Proposed not only to enuolidate and improve the various lawa relating 4¢ 
municipalities throughout Bengal, but also to introduce the systom of election 
of municipal commissioners. ‘The hon'ble member opposite (Mr. Robinson) 
hhad remarked that there was nothing novel in the features which this Bill 
proposed to introduce, as municipal institutions had existed in a great state of 
perfection hundreds of years before we came to this country. 'l'here was no 
doubt tht municipal institutions did exist in Bengal hundreds of yoars ago, 
but it was also the fuct. that those institutions did not exist now. Therefore the 
alarm with which this Bill had been received by certain classes was to a certain 
extent understandable, inasmuch as it contained novel features and. proposed to 
extend municipal taxation. That the result of the Bill would be to increase 
taxation in the small towns, he had very little doubt, but seeing that 
a safeguard wus gllowedsin the shape of the liboral provision allowing two- 
thirds of the commissioners to bo elected, he thought that that objection 
was almost met. As civilization and intelligence increased, the desire to expend 
more money, and therefore to raise more taxes among municipalities, would 
undoubtedly take place, and the fear which had been expressed, that this already 
heavilytaxed province would be still further called upon to contribute to 
local Amnon, would only, he feared, be too surely realized. It seomed 
to him that there was no escaping such a result, and therefore tho only plat 
was to protect the interests of the people by giving them a large voice in the 
kovernment of municinal affairs, 
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He had not had time to study the details of the Bill in the. manner in 
which le had wished to haye done, but he trusted to be able to do so ‘after. 
wards. The only point to. which he wished to refer, was the compulsory power 
yekted in the Licutenant-Governor in respect to polico, roads and education. In 
regard to the first two'points, His Honor the president had so thoroughly explain- 
ed tho absolute necessity of roads and police—the necessity of the one ing bad 
in officient erder, and of the other being maintained at its proper strength for the 
protection of life und proporty—that nothing more could be said upon the subject. 
But he found himself in a very difficult position when he camo to consider the 
next matter, namely education ; for, while his feeling was doubtful as to the 
desirability of having a compulsory provision in respect to the education of a 

éople who were so far behind their wants and civilization as the people of 
Bengal were, and while he felt—if he might so term it—the danger of those pro- 
visions being curried too far, he also felt most strongly the necessity for the 
odueation of the masses. He knew that ho would be met by the argument that 
England had very recently introduced what was considered the wise and neces- 
sary measure of compulsory education of the peoplo; but it had taken a very 
Tong time to form that opinion, and it was only to-day, as it were, that opinion 
in England had becomo stroug enough to pass such 2’ mepsure of compulsory 
education, and the comparison between the intelligent. status of tho people of 
England ‘and the very poor of the provinee of Bengal could hardly be said to 
bea fair one, and in fact the comparison could hardly be made at all. Therefore 
he felt somewhat doubtful whether we were justified in respect to the adoption 
of compulsory education of tho masses in this country, who perhaps did not 
need it, in oution to their peculiar condition, quite so urgently as was supposed. 
But he really could not affirm tho contrary principle, because he felt that it 
would in the end conduce to the diminution ‘of taxation by decreasing crime 
and increasing commercial prosperity. He morely threw ‘out that remark as 
it occurred to him, but he felt certain that the wisdom of this Council. would 
affirm such principles in such a way as should not only be an honor to itself, but 
also truly bencfit the great masses for whom this legislation was being provided. 

‘Mk. Dampier said he would first take up the remarks which had been 
made by the hon’ble member who had just sat down (Mr. Wyman, as he was 
dealing with what no doubt was the prominent point of interest in the Bill, 
viz. the compulsory power which the Bill proposed to give to the Lieutenaut- 
Governor as regurds obliging municipalitics to contribute towards elementary 
education; now he (Mr. Dampier) would wish it to be understood that he was 
speaking entirely for himself, for he had not been put in possession of His 
Honor the President’s views upon this subject, and therefore spoke entirely 
under correction of the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill, and rather in the 
shape of asking for information. On one point he must begin by differing 
entirely from the opinions of the hon’ble member who had just sat down ; he 
would start from the point that in his opinion there was not the slightest 
doubt that it was our duty to extend elementary educatiun of the lowest form 
as widely as we possibly could do amongst the mass: 1t was no doubt the 
duty of the public in general, as distinguished from the Government, to do all 
in their power and to act up to their responsibilities in this matter. It! 
appeared to bim that the working of this compulsory clause would ‘be some- 
what in this way. If within the boundaries of a municipality, the private 
arrangements of the inhabitants were such as to show that they were acting 
up to their responsibilities ; if they raised subscriptions, if they got grante- 
in‘aid frow the Government under the rules passed for that parpose, to such am 
extent as, reasonably speaking, to place the benefits of elementary educatign’ 
within the reach of the poor of the municipality, then there would-be. sgo: 
reason for the interference of the Government, nor would it. be. necessary ;fet 
the municipality even to interfere. This was the best and most perfect {Wr ee 
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which education could be giv.n. But if private persons were’ backward and 
not fulfil their responsibilities, and means were uot provided for. i : 
lower clasavs within 4 municipality, then came in the action of*a, ‘miniipalitys, 


‘The members of it would set probubly at firat by exerting then personal, 
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influence; they would urge upon tho landholders and influential people of the, 
place who’ were in a position to do something, that it was a shame to them a 
inhabitants of the place that they did ‘not provide sufficient funds for this 
purpose; and that if they failed to do so, the municipality would have to c&me 
in and supplement the funds by additional taxution. Then as he understood 
the question (but still not being thoroughly aecquaigted with what had passed. 
within the last two years he spoke under correction) if all endeavours 10 
raise sufficient private subscriptions failed, contributions might be given by 
thé munitipalitics to supplement private subscriptions. Such contributions inal 
hitherto been treated as private subscriptions towards making up the proportion 
that was necessary to the obtaining of grants-in-vid from the Government, He 
umed that it was intended that that principle should continue, that muni- 
ipalities would supplement private subscriptions, aud that to the sums thus 
made up, where granis-in-aid were necessary, grants-in-aid would be added. 
That was his idea of what would be the working of these provisions; and if 
that were so, he could not understand that they could be objected to, except hy 
starting from the position that it was not our business to educate the peopic. 
If tho masses of the people were to be educated, then surely it was within 
towns more thantany where else that this education should be giyen; towns 
were tho nuclei from which education as well as all civilization should spread. 

The next point to which he would refer was a remark which had fallen 
from the hon’ble member who opened the debate (My..Bayley), which was thit 
this Bill cdntained the germ of election of members of municipalities. {Lo 
(Mr. Dampier) had no ambition to be considered a reformer, in the sense in 
which the term was ordinarily used, but he could not allow this remark to pass 
over without asking permission to read to the Council a few remarks which 
‘were made in this Council in introducing the District Towns’ Act of 1S 
Uc then said :— 
















































© By the present law, and generally by section 21 of this Bill, the ma 
imemberg of the punchayut; but with ihe view of keep co with the times, if was ) 
it should be lawful for the Government, if it should see fit, to pri 
of members of the punchayut Ly the election of the tay-y uubers of the punchaynt, 
or in any other manner than by the nomitintion of the n Hut was to say, it was hdped 
that when the Government saw a town suflieiently advanced to elect one or two ot more members 
of its own punchayut, it should pass rules, taking away from the magistrate the power of nomic 
nation, and conferring the power uf election on tho tax-payers.” 


Then in presenting to the Council the report of the Sclect Committee, it 
liad been said : + 
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«Zections had beon introduced as to tho constitution of these loval committees, enabling the 


appointment of members of th’ eonmit 









vernment to lay down different rules for th tt 
towns according to the stage of advancement which each town might have reached. Unless 
other modo of appointment were prescribed, the magistrate, with the xanction of the come 





missioner of the division, was to nominute the members of the committee ; but provision was aulo 
for the election of the mombots when the Government had reason to believe that the town was 
far cugugh advanced.” 
+ That section was reported in the proceedings as having been passed only 
with verbal amendments, but the form in which it had been passed obliged him 
to read theso remarks of his as explanatory of the intention of the Council. 
Whe section wag passed as the 24th seotion of Act VI of 1863, and it ran— 
©The members of every town committes and ward committeo shall from time to time be nomie 
nated and appojuted byguch persons and in such manner as shall be directed by any orders which 
pay be from Lirge to tin passed in that behalf by the Government of Bengal, and unlese and until 
such orders shall bu passed, shall be nominated and appointed by the magistrate of tha district with 
tH sonetion of the commissioner of the division.” 


Read by the light of the remarks which he had just read, this section 
wt Act VI of 1868 fully contemplated the possibility of election at soma 
future day, and moreover the latter part of the soction distinctly. recognized it 
for'it provided that the proportion of official members should not. be more than 
ene-third, unless.such persons were elected to be-members. of the cominittec, 
otherwise than by appointment of the Government, or by any officor of Govern. 
ment. He thought it was a remarkablo sign of the advance of public opinion 
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that in 1868 the suggestion of clective reprosentation was passed over abso- 
dutely without remark; but that in 1872 the subject was touched upon, and it 
immediately became one of those points which was hailed with satisfaction. 

* Phe hon’ble member who opened the debate (Mr. Bayley) hdd made some 
out the police. He (Mr. Dampier) cordially concurred with the 
hon’ble member in those remarks, and he believed that there never had been 
any doubt in the Government of Bengal that the police arrangements in 
municipality under the existing Acts were too elaborate ard too. expensive, 
and that the wishes of the people were not sulliciently consulted ‘as to ‘its 
details and constitution. He entirely went with the move which was now 
made in that matter. 

‘With regard to the remarks from the hon’ble member opposite (Bahoo 
Dignmber Mitter) ho did not quite understand the force of his strictures Tlis 
objection seemed to be that in spite of any provisions which could be made, the 
magistrate woald still be the only real and effvetive power in municipalities. 
Now did the hon’ble member mean to say that the case would be better if 
there were no municipalities? Did he wish to say nakedly that ho would 
prefer to have tho magistrate acting under the direct control of his official 
superior gnd Government without any thing in the shape of municipal 
machinery? If he did mean this he (Mr. Dampier) could only say that 
he did not think the hon’ble member in this respect represented the 
views of many of his countrymen. We (Mr. Dampier) admitted that 
a magistrate with strong dpinions, and strong opinions would no doubt exercise 
great influence within the debating room of the municipality; and having 
induced the commissioners to adopt his views, he would come out, armed with 
their concurrence, a much stronger man as Chairman of the municipality, and 
acting in their name, than he (with respect to his official superiors and ‘to the 
outer world in general) would have been had he stood alone; and in this 
sense he confessed that this Bill might be said to add to the power of the 
istrates. But was the hon'ble member prepared to say that municipali- 
tics in remote districts in Bengal were the only working bodies in which that 
took plice? was it not the case in every combination of men who had to act 
together ? Even though in theory each had the same weight as his fellows, the 
man who, by position or other circumstances was the strongest, or who had the 
strongest will, would first influence his colleagucs to accept his views, some 
unwillingly, some heartily, and then would go forth much stronger as the 
representative of thos s, although in reality they were the private views 
of one man. Ile (Mr. Dampier) could not think that the hon’ble member's 
views as to the magistrate’s despotism would in any way be served by sweep- 
ing away his municipal colleagues who, however weak, would certainly, to some 
extent, trammel and check a wrong-headed and despotic magistrate from carry- 
ing out his own measures. 

There were two or three minor points to which he wished to direct the 
attention of the Select Committee. One of these was section £9, It was a very 
old rule in municipalities, and one which obtained generally: it related to the 
tax on horses and eurriages, and provided that ownership for any number of 
days in a quarter created liability to the tax for the whole quarter. It was 
urged that this was an expedient rule, because there was so much concealment 
that it was impossiblo to ascertain on what day a vehicle was set-up. He 
thought that that difficulty ought to be got over by a compromise. Surely if 
you took half the tax of the quarter you would presumably lose, in one half 
of the cases and gain in the other. It seemed to him that it would be more 
just to,take one half the tax for the quarter from these who set-up a vebicle 
within‘any quarter than to levy the full tax for the quarter. 

The next point which he would notice was the power of delegating cere 
tain powers of the Lieutenant-Governor as mentioned in section 202 and 
eslewhere-in the Bill. Ife would be obliged if the hon’ble member in charge 
ofthe Bill would explain how it was proposed to work that provision, 5 

‘The last point to which he would allude was the tax on processions and 
ceremonies. He believed that processions were a good subject for taxation ;. but. 
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the scale of fees proposed seemed open to objection, and he would commend 
its consjdefation to the Select Committee. Again, it would be absolutely neces- 
sary to define what a procession was in the sense of the Act, so as not to leave 
a. door open. for harassing interference from the polico ip the exerciso of the 
+ powers conferred on them by the provisions of the section, 


Mr. Benwanp said he was glad that so many members of the Council had 
considered the Bill and had expressed their opinion thereon; and he was still 
more gluc to find that most of the speakers, though they bad criticised some 
parts of the Bill, did in the main seem ablé to approve and support its principles. 
He felt suro that whatever had been that day said would be of much use to the 
Select Committee if the Council should see fit to allow the Bill to be read. 

The objections and remarks made by the hon’ble members had referred 
in tho main to the constitution of the governing bodies under the Bill, to its 
taxation clauses, and to the sections regarding education. Ho (Mr. Bernard) 
would first refer to what had been said on these three main heads, and he 
would aficrwards address himself to the remarks and questions mado on 
points of detail. It must be remarked that the hon'ble member who opened 
the debate (Mr. Bayley) had expressed an apprehension that the magistrate 
would have too little power in the towns of his district; that the non-official 
majority of two to one would outweigh him and outvote him; and that the 
opposition might prevent necessary improvements being made, and might 
prohibit taxation being levied. This was one view} but another hon’ble 
member (Rajah Joteendro Mohun Tagore) had taken an opposite view: ho 
had avowed his belief that the magistrate would have too full and too wide 
powers in any municipality, and that the non-official commissioners of a town 
would in reality exercise very little influence over the affairs of their town. 
Now he (Mr. Bernard) did not nean to say that the truth necessarily lay midway 
between two extremes, but the avowal of these two opposite views might to 
some extent show that the proposals of the Bill were moderate; and he would 
assure the Council that the framers of the Bill had at any rate intended to 
strengthen the hands of the commissioners, and to arrango for the represen- 
tatives of the town managing, to use the Hon'ble Degumber Mitter’s words, the 
affairs of their town themselves. The hon’ble member last named had drawn 
a somewhat sad picture of the constitution of society in a Bengal town; he 
had said that in Bengal townsmen would not-be found who would be active and 
independent municipal commissioners; men would not have the courage or 
the wish to oppose a magistrate if they thought him wrong; and so in reality 
the supposed municipal government would be a farce. He (Mr. Bernard) 
was glad to have heard the hon’ble member say that such views would not 
be approved nt the hon’ble speaker’s educated fellow countrymen. Mr. Bernard 
would hope that on this particular point tho educated men who would differ 
from the hon’ble member might be better informed than the hon’ble member 
himself, He would say that at any rate this Council had, in the person 
of,the hon’ble member himself, a specimen of a Bengali gentleman who 
would, without fear and without favor, express opinions which might perhaps 
be distasteful to the official members of the Council. He hoped that in 
Lepgali towns municipal commissioners might be found, who would not forego 
honest opinions mérely because the magistrate disapproved those opinions, He 
felt sure that men of that stamp did exist, and he trusted their number would 
increase. 


Much had been said that day regarding the various forms of taxation which 
the Bill permitted municipal bodies to adopt. One hon’ble member (Rajah 
Joteendro Mohun Tagore) had said that thesb multiform taxes would frighten the 
pebple; that they would and must result in incroased burdens, which could 
hardly ‘be borne in these days, when impost had followed on impost, and the people 
eould endure no more. 80 far as ho (Mr. Bernard) could remember, the only 
new tax, imposed during the last ten years was the income tax in its various 
shapes, though doubtless municipal taxation had increased. But be would submit 
that whatever might havc been the small increase in the weight of municinal* 
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taxation, that increase was not nearly in proportion to the rise which had occurred 
ih the rents, in the price of produce, in the ox of labor, and in the cost of all 
commodities. Ile would ask leave again to point out that the Bill proposed only 
two new forms of taxation, viz. thet x on processions, and the octrol tax ; it by no 
al bodies to adopt more of these taxes then 
Tle was gl ad to find “that the members of the Council were on the 
whole favorable to levying a small license tax on processions ; he regarded the 
criticism of the hon’ble member opposite (Rajah Joteendro Molun Tagore) as 
entirely just, wheu be said that. the meaning of the word “ ecremonics” in section 
78 ought to be defined; he said that as the words stood—a dinner party,'a dur- 
bar, ora dance might be liable to license ta’ not the intention of 
the framers. Ie (Mr. Bernard) made no doubt but that ifthe Bill were referred 
toa Select Committee, the Committce would be able cither to define * cere- 
monics,” or else to exempt ceremonies from taxation, and to make the section 
refer to street processions only. Je gitite acknowledged that the octroi tax was 
at present foreign to Lower Bengal ; and that, tis particular form of taxation 
could not be applied to the straggling towns which were like long drawn-out- 
villages on the banks of Bengal rive But, as one hon’ble member (Mr. Bayley) 
Lad said, dhere were towns in Behar more like the towns of Northern India, ind 
to some of these towns octroi duties might perhaps be applicable. One of the 
hion’ble members for commerce (Mr. Robinson) had pointed out that, in effect, 
the several municipal, taxes, if ever they existed in the same town, might 
Decome cumulative ; but the hon’ble member went on to say that such eumula- 
tive taxation would betull the h only. He (Mr. Bernard) was free to 
admit that it might happen that a rich man at Alipore might have to pay 
earriage-tan, and that he might indircetly pay house-tax, and that perhaps 
in oceasio uses the same man might have to pay the tax on 
irades ‘and callings. But any person. so cirewmstanced would bi arich man, 
and he would probably not pay more than he ought fair reference to his 
property and his means to contribute to municipal nce . So far as he 
had been able to judge, the risk with all munieipal taxation in India was lest 
thie poor should Have too largea burden, and the rich should get off too cheaply. 
If, when the Scleet Committee and the Counci! at the settlement of the ¢ 
came to consider these several forms of ation, they considered that the t 
were too many, then of course it would be open to the Council to disallow 
one or more of the proposed alternative ta But he would 
Couneil that all these taxes were permissive and uot ob eatory 
Le was particular siccd to find that nearly all the members who had 
referred to the matter, approved the proposal permitting municipal funds te 
de spent on educational purpo Ale thought that if any such provision became 
Jaw,a very great point would have been gained. One how’ble member (Mz. Bayley) 
had expressed a fear that perhaps municipal commissioners might make the 
mistake of devoting funds paid in part by the poor to the maintenance of colleges 
and high education ; and that they might not provide sufficiently for the education 
of the poor. So far as he had been able to understand these matters, there was*no 
ground for apprehension that Jocal money would be spent too frecly on colleges. 
report that one of the most experi need inspectors 
ked that out of the nineteen Government and Migsionary Colleges 

in Bengal, only one, the Madrissa College in Hooghly, was in any way supported 
by private endowments or local subscriptions, Nativesot Bengal when they 
wished to help education—and it must gladly be admitted that they did in some 
parts of Bengal contribute most liberally—establishcd or endowed English. 
schools of the middle and lower els ses, and occasionally maintained vernacular 
schools. Ifé (Mr. Bernard) anticipated that if this part of the Bill became 
law in arfy thing like its present shape, the result would be that municipal 
commissioners of towns would make grants to Euglish and vernacular’schools ; 
and that in the rural municipalities the punchayuts would aid patshales or 
village schools. A question had been put by an hon'ble member (Mr. 
Dampie r) whether the Bill contemplated that grants-in-aid should continue to 
e given under the present rules, or whether such grants would cease. 
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‘He (Mr. ,Beraard) had’ rio right ‘or’ title’ to speak in behalf of the Gover, 
“ment, or" iy. what Government would do. He was aware that tle existing 

wit-in-aidgtules weve at present being remodellod, and apprehended that 
Govoomaent ‘could not pledge itself, for a number of yéars to come, as to the 
“particular policy it would adopt in regard to grants-in-aid. ‘But he believed 
That «the Government of Bengal had formerly, did now, and would for the 
futore grant all the money it could spare to aid schools of whatever calibre, 
either in towns or in villages. 

‘The hon’ble member on his right (Mr. Bayley) had made what seemed a 

yvery just criticism on section 18 of the Bill, which provided for vesting public 

dispensaries, schools, and such like institutions in the municipal commissioners. 
The hon’ble member pointed out that no means were provided for compelling the 
commissioners to do their duty by such institutions. It seemed to him (Mr. 
Bernard) that it would be expedient, if this section were to stand, to add a clause, 
something like that contained in section 222, providing that on a presentation 
from a certain number of rate-payers to the effect that the commissioners had 
neglected or abused their trust in regard to any of the institutions mentioned, the 
magistrato might inquire, and, if necessary, intervene to preserve such institu- 
tions from neglect or misuse. . 

The only other criticism of the hon’ble member (Mr. Bayley) referred to 
the control, appointment, or dismissal of the Town Police. ‘It would be 
observed by the Council that the Bill provided that* no policeman above tha 
grade of an’ordinary, constable should be dismissed without the approval of the 
magistrate, but undoubtedly in sespect of all othor matters tho Town Police 
would, as tie Bill stood, be under the orders of the municipal commissioners, 
and the districi superintendent of police would have little control over 
them. Perhaps the Sclect Committee might see fit to modify in some degree 
their provisions, so far as the dismissal and discipline of the Town Police went ; 
but he (Mr. Bernard) strongly thought that the commissioners, or a sub- 
committee of thcir body, would be the best authority for sulecting and appointing 
Town Police ; the commissioners would know the right men, they would choose 
their own towns-people—men who would know who were bad characters, and 
who would know what steps should be taken to repress and detect crime. At 
present it often happened that outsiders, up-country men, people who know 
nothing of a town, were appointed to be its police. 

The hon’ble member who represented the suburbs of Calcutta (Moulvie 
Abdool Lateef) had recommended that the present Bill should not be applied to 
the suburbs of Calcutta, and had suggested that another short Bill should be 
introduced providing for such matters as might be wanted in the suburbs. It 
undoubtedly was tho case that the suburbs were o very large and important 
municipality ; that, as the Hon’ ble Member had said, its residents were numerous 
and oppulent; but so far as he (Mr. Bernard) had learned, the people and the 
Commissioners of the suburbs did not take in their municipal affairs anything 
like the warm interest taken by the Justices in Calcutta affairs; and in this 
respect, at any rate, the suburban municipality differed widely from the Calcutta 
corporation. Still he felt sure that any representation which the suburban 
corporation might make on the subject of the Bill, or their exemption therefrom, 
would receive full consideration at the hands of the select committee. : 

In conclusion, Mr. Bernard assured the Council that, so far as the wishes 
of thé mover pf the Bill went, the hon’ble member Mr. Robinson’s wishes 
would be fulfidled; and the natives of towns all over Bengal would have the 
fullest ‘opportunity of expressing their opinion on the Bill, for a translati-n 
would be circulated to scores of municipal bodjes and to British and Native 
ge? i over the country. : ‘ Ps ‘ 
\ A) My, Monon tae Pxeswenr. said that he thought he might Yollow the 

ple tember in charge of the Bill in exptoning hs gratifcation that, the 
rtant megsure now submitted to.the Council been received bythe 
hb Council, including the non-ufficial members; who had sddessed 
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es to-day in a manner, upon the whole, extremely favorable. He was himsal 
especially gratified to observe that the members had expressed thoniselves in « 
manner which led him to hope that they would accept moro.or less completely 
the plan which this Bil laid down, in respect to the very importa subjéct on 
education. ‘The proposal which in certain clauses of this Bill was submitted to - 
the Council in respect to education was what he believed he might call. a very 
moderate compromise of a very difficult subject. Ho had boen pestigalanly 
glad to hear thet the hon'ble menihex to the right (Baboo: Digumber Miter) 
approved of the proposal in that respect alniost to the full. Othor how’ble 
members had also expressed thomselyes in a way more or less completely 
favorable to the views of the Government, and His” Honor was sanguine that 
aftor those clauses of the Bill had passed though the hands of the committee, 
the Council would rive at a conclusion that would. be satisfactory to moderato 
and reasonable men all over the country. 

He observed that very divergent. views had heen expr 
of municipal self-government by the hou'ble members who 











.d upon the subject 








sg ad addressed the 
Council. The how ble member on his right (Mr. Robinson) had taken the 
sanguine view which His Honor had taken, viz. that municipal institutions were 
indigenous to the coun and we might hope that in a country where those 
institutions wore in {ull working order, long before we had them in the British 
Islog, in a country in some respects that of their birth, such institutions might 
flourish and rapidly xuccecd. ‘The hon'ble member on the right (Baboo 
Digunber Mitter), on’ the other hand, had taken what he might term a 
gloomy view of the political position and the social ‘characteristics of his 
countrymen, Ils Honor believed that another hon’ble gentleman (Mr. 
Wyman) had placed the trath very fairly when he said’ that no doubt 
such institutions had at one time existed in the country, and that there 
was equally little doubt that they had now, for the most part, died out. 
From ‘hieae observations His Tlonor would draw a very moderate conclusion, 
that institutions which had existed in this country and which had died out 
might yet be revived with care and trouble. He admitted that there was a 
great deal of truth in the observations of the hon'ble member on the right 
(Baboo Diguinber Mitter) ; but; when Tix Honor looked huck to the history of 
this great country, he could not despair of ultimate success. His belief wus 
that ‘these self-govering institutions were « very essential part in the very 
constitution of the Aryan race. He was sanguine that the difficulties which the 
hon’ble member so vividly depicted might be overcome, and that we should 
eventually arrive at ctlicient self-government. He admitted that we gould 
not arrive with one bound at such a state of things ; he could not hope to see 
the system brought to perfection ; but at any rate he thought that we might make a 
beginning, and that our secessors might arrive, at a future time, at a ve 
favorable result. On one point he could not altogether agree to what had 
been said by the hon’ble member on this subjer His Honor understood the 
hou’ble momber’s argument to be that these municipal institutions nyust, be 
the out come and not the precursor of free political institutions. Now His : 
Honor's view was otherwise. He believed that human nature was so constituted 
that what was called patriotism and public spirit were the natural agcompani- 
ments and result of self-government. He believed that while institutions were 
despotic and you had no selfgovernment you could not have pliblic spirit and you 
cowl not have patriotiaar On the other hand he believed that if you made a 
beginning of self-government, public spirit, and patriotisih would result. Men 
who accepted office on behalf of their countrymen would know thét their action 
would be watched and judged by those for ‘whom they acted, and his hope aid. 
belief was that public spirit*would result. How far that would be ted ~ 
remained to be seen, but he trusted that the members of the Council woyld. 
agree with him that it was desirable to make the attempt. . Goren 
The hon’ble member who .spoke early in the debate (Rajah 5. peony ; 
Mohun Tagore) alluded to the fear which was spreading about tHe ‘ . 
‘we wore daily increasing the burdens of tld people. Now"His Honor’ 
sthat it had been explained by the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill 
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whatever the Bill did, it did not increase the compulsory burdens 'of the 
people to-any great extent. In fact, His Honor might ‘say that the wy 
“moderate provision for education was the only provision in respect to whicl 
any new an@ increased obligation was imposed. The taxation undor+the 
Bill as had"been so often said, was in its various forms altornative, and it was 
only the wish of Government to give to municipalities a choice of the form of 
taxation which they preferred. That surely was not an_ increased obligation, 
but an increased freedom which we afforded to them. It was quite true that 
municipaltties would have under this Bill new responsibilities and new duties. 
In pojat of fact, the result in some cascs might no doubt be to some extent to 
increase taxation ; but his view was that such increased taxation would not 
result from increased obligations imposed upon them by the Government, but 
would be the outcome of new wants, ue-v knowledge, and of new demands for 
thitigs to which they had not been accustomed, but which the people of the 
country would gradually ask to obtain at their own expense. It was not the 
caso that the burdens imposed by the Government would be extended, but 
the Bill would give the people power to extend their own burdens if they 
wished to do so, —Govermnent Thad no wish to shift the hurden which was now 
bore by itself, By no means. ‘They said—* The power of the Government is 
limited, tho means of the Government are limited, the finances arb limited. 
We are unable to give many great improvements which the progress of the 
age demands. We can do so much, and we can give you so much money; 
if you wish fo have more you must arrange for the means to do more, you must 
tax yourselves, as the people of cll civilized countries tax themselves; and tho 
opportunity to do so, is the opportunity we now ask the Couneil to give you.” 
On the subject of education he might say, that perhape the word  compul- 
sory,” looking to the sense in whieh the word was used in- England, was a 
somewhat dangerous word, becuuse it implied uot that municipalities should be 
compelled to provide means of education, but that the people were compelled to 
go to school. Now that was by no means intended. We did not seck to press 
educatiqn to that oxtont. We felt (as an hon'ble member had said) that it 
was not desirable to educate men beyond their position in life. He thought 
that tho lower class of education given in pulshalis to the agricultural population 
was most fitted for the people of that class of society. The hon’ble member on 
the left (Mr. Dampier) had thoroughly explained the views of the Government 
when he said that the object of the Government was simply todo that which 
was now being attempted to be done in England, that is to say, “if you provide 
the means of education with such aid as Government can give you, well and 
good’; if you do not, then wo will come in and require you to do so.” We hoped 
that the voluntary provision of schools would be the ordinary rule, and the general 
arrangement throughout the country. And it would aay be in exceptional 
cases, and where there were absolutely no means of education available, that 
the compulsory clauses of the Bill would be put in force 
His Wowor thought that the hon’ble member in charge of thé Bill had 
sufficiéntly alluded to the objection in regard to section 18 of the Bill by 
which certain buildings were to be made over to the charge of municipalities. 
That was a provision which the select committee might with advantage 
narrowly scrutinize. It was uot the object of the Government to turn over to 
municipalities the cost of buildings at present maintained by the Government. 
The object was to enter into arrangements with municipalities with regard to 
certain institutions towards which they contributed, and the management of 
which they night very fairly claim. 
s) There had buen a good many obscryations made upon the subject of the 
optroi duties. Porhaps it was desirublo that ho should put his- view on this 
‘paploet rosdly before the Council. He believed there was in Behgal a sort of 
ror, < he might so term it, of anything thet was Punjabee: §% was like 
"8 red flag in the face of a bull, to quote anything as coming from ‘the 
... Mo would therefore ask the Gouned to enter upon this subject’ without 
-n Tier to this octroi system being supposed to come from the 
‘The Bill in no respect proposéd to compel any municipality to adopt thg 
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‘of oetroi duties, All thatthe Bill said was, that amongst what he had 
Goectibed ae a variety of good thinge, of whieh they mnight-take thoir choise wan 
the system of octroi duties. Although there was in Bengal a Prejndiog egainet 
thisaystem of dutics which was supposed to come from the Punjab, +he must 
assert that it was the unvarying experience of various provinces in India as-well 
as in many countries of Europe, that no municipal tax was 80 permanently. popu- 
lar as octroi duties. Very many municipalities in different parts of the coun’ 
who had objected to the house tax aud other more direct taxes, had rushed, if 
we might say so, to these octroi duties as a relicf. Under favorable cirenm- 
stances they were able to raise a revenue which was hardly felt. The system, as 
experience’ had proved, was Hable to be attended with a good many“ evils. 
Indeed, the abuses which might attend a careless imposition and levy of these 
duties were se great that: the system had called forth from the Government of 
India tho remarks which had been read to the Council, but these remarks were 
intended to improve, not to put down tho system; most of these evils resulted 
from the tact that the am was too popular. Municipalities in some beers of 
the country had too universully resorted tu that system. He freely itted 
thut under many circumstances it was attended with many difficulties, and that 
to certain municipalities it was not properly fitted; but to. the circumstances 
of many others it was extremely well suited,” It was a question between direct 
and indirect taxation, and as indirect taxes were the more popular in the 
gencral taxation of the country, it was the same in respect to municipal taxes. 
Where the cireumstancesof a municipality were really suitable, ho thought it 
was better to impose indirect taxes of this sort with due care and caution than 
to tax the people by those direct methods to which they were extremely averse. 
For the exercise of duc caution the Government would be responsible, and His 
Honor mus press his strong hope that the Council would give this subject an 
unbiassed consideration, und not throw out this mode of taxation without 
having very fully and carefully considered the matter. 

‘As regurds the polico there was « good deal of truth and justice in the 
remarks which kad fallen from the Hon’ble Member who opened the debate, 
No doubt we had at presont gone too far to one extreme—that was to say, in 
giving to the District Superintendent of Police complete and exclusive power 
over the police of towns; on the other hand the Bill removed the town police 
so absolutely from the control of the police authorities, that we might be going 
to the other extreme. He hoped therefore that the Council would carefully 
consider and manipulate these provisions. 

Then he came to the remarks of the howble member on the right (Rajah 
Joteendro Mohun Tagore) in regard to the despotic character of these institu. 
tions. The hou’ble member scemed fn suppose that the magistrate would as 
a rule override the committee, and that the Government would rule over 
the magistrate, and that tho municipalitios would be but little despotisms 
after all. Perhaps it was scarcely necessary that His Honor should take 
the time of the Council in answering that assertion, because the objection bal 
becn well answered by the hon’ble gentleman on tho left (Mr. Dampier), who 
asked whether the hon'’ble momber really thought that it would be betterdf 
there wore no municipalities, and the’ municipal government were directly, 
administered by the Government officials. His Honor thought that it was entirely” 
a question for the Select Committee to whom this Bill would he,referred to carry 
out, in any way that seemed to them best, the declarod intention of the Govern 
ment in introducing this Bill, viz. that these municipplities should not be’ 
shams but realities. If it appeared to the Select Committee and. the Council: 
that too great powcrs were elie given to the magistrate, they could Jessen. 
thosé powers: if it was considered that the mode prescribed for the axercise'of 
the magistrate’s powers was such as wastreally unfavorable to the development 
of self-government, ‘it was free to the Committee and the Council to alter it. «His 
Honor’s object was clearly and distinctly to give to municipalities #¥al welf- 

ernment, and not to make them sham institutions, and he sated that, 8) 
e Bill emerged from the committee it would be put into such a hapa thet, 
that object would be obtained. : ae 
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‘Then as ds «mall municipalities, which were dealf with under the pro- 
visions of ,Part XII of the Bill, the same Hon'ble Member had observed that he 
did notaynderstand the provision in respect to chukran lands, and it was thave- 
fore necessary that Hiy Honor should offer some further explanation upon, tho 
subject. Ho'might say that it was not intended that there should bo two 
chowkeedars where there was now onc; that one should be provided from the 
chalran lands and the other by the municipality. «The object was simply to 
avoid altogether tho whole question of chakran lands and to leave it for treat- 
ment as a,scparate and distinct subject. ‘The effect of tho bill as it stood would 
then be this These small municipalities were bound to seo that a chowkoedar 
was faaintained, who should receive a salary of not less than Rs. 3 a 
month. If the chowkeedar received Rs. 2a month from the chakran lands, 
ten the municipality would supplemont his salary by giving an additivnal 
rupee; ‘and where there were no ehakran lands the Lill would come into fall 
force and effect as regards the maintenance of chowkeedars by the municipality ; 
but the minimum pay of the chowkeedur should be such that together with 
anything received ftom chakran lands he should receive not less than Rs. 3 a 
month, His Honor might say, while on this subject of small municipalities, 
that the Government did not attempt to make them at onee complete municipuli- 
ties, but simply to make a small beginning towards such institutions. Tt was 
not proposed  inipods upou' ibm dhe obligations’ witch were proposed to be 
imposed on the larger municipalities, Although it was desirable that village 
paishalas should exist i» order that the ugricultura) classes should have such 
education a8 would enable them to understand their affairs, still he believed 
that as the Bill stood it was not intended to provide that in these small village 
municipalitios the maintenance of padshalas should be made compulsory, nor 
wore there any other compulsory clauses, in respect to these municipalities, 
except na to the chowkecdar. Government wished only to make it optional 
with these municipalities to keep up padshalas and also to provide if they wished 
drinking water, and one or two other things for which there were frequent 
cries from rural villages. 

Then wo came to the remarks of the hon'ble member on the left (Moulvie 
Abdool Lutcef) with regard to tho suburbs of Caleutta, His Honor might say 
that the object was to make this a large and comprehensive Bill, and to make 
its provisions such as to fit it for both large and small municipalities; but he 
believed there was a good deol in the wants and constitution of the suburban 
municipality for which provision was not made by this Bill. It would be for 
the Select Committee to consider whether the Bill could be made suited to 
the demands of the suburban nuncipality. He had no doubt that the Select 
Committee would bo able to give a good opinion on that subject and would be 
able to guide the Council in the matter. 

Tt had also been suggested that if we were to offer to municipalities a 
system of eletion, it would bo better to bogin in the large municipality of Cal- 
cutta. His Honor was not quite sure that a very large municipality was the 
one which we should select to make a boginning of the system of election; but 
ifeny hon'blo member should ly before the Cotineil a acheme by which st might 
he possible to establish a representative municipality for the people of Calcutta, 
‘His Honor would be ready to give it the most favorable consideration. He 
was conscious that at present the constitution of the Calcutta municipality was 
not in all respects ‘the strongest and best that could be devised. Ho felt that the 
burden of responsibility was shared between the Government and the Justices in 
asomewhat upfertuin way. The Justices wore appointed by the Government, and 
togcertain extent they rellevod the Government of the responsibility of the 
fhunicipel government of the town, but to a certuin extent the Government which 
Speen’ ose justices felt that it was responsible for the good government, 

the’ town. He should be very glad if a system could be devised by which 

wo could haye ward representatives and a municipal government could be 

forged, by the people who should be the real representatives of the towm itself, 

= * Hig. donor ‘ht that the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill had 

satisfactorily met the doubts entertained by the hon’ble member (Mr, Danipier) 
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in recsird to the position in which the Government would stand as to grants-in- 
8id for oducation. The Bill.was not .interided to discontinue the ‘system of 
‘grants-in-aid. On the other hand, as the system of education extended; as the 
lemands on account of education increased, the means available to us for the 
purposes of education did not extend, and Government could not pledge.itself to 
ive fresh grants-in-aid to the same degree and under the samo rules as at present. 
is hope was thut it would be possible to avoid any material diminution of the 
resent grants-in-aid, but he way not in a position to say that Government could. 
Increase the present expenditure in that respect. Government must be trusted 
to devote the funds now available for the purpose honestly and fairly, ‘bat wo 
could not pledge oursclyes to any particular administrative rules on the subject. 

His Honor thought that there were no other subjects in connection with this 
Bill upon which he need trouble the Council with any further remarks at present. 
Ho would merely say that, taking on the whole the favorable view which the 
Couneil hud taken of this Bill, he trusted that it would prove to be an’efficient 
measure. If the Council should pass the Bill we should try to do our best in thé 
hope that in the course of time the institutions which we were now endeavouring 
to foster would develop themselves more and more, and that a few years 
later we should have an immense amount of self-government throughout the 
country. 

The motion was then agreed to; and on the motion of Mr. Bernard the 
Bill was referred to a sclect committee consisting of Mr. Dampier, Mr. Bayley, 
Moulvy Abdool Luteef, Mv. Wyman, Rajah Joteendro Mohun Tagore, and the 
mover. 

Mr. Dampier said he thought more satisfaction would be given to the 
native community it Buboo Digumber Mitter’s name were added to the select 
committee, and he would therefore make a motion to that effect. The motion 
was agreed to. 

he Council was adjourned to Saturday, the 20th instunt. 
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‘Weather and State and Prospects of the Grops, 
Statement showing Rainfall, Weather and State and Prospects of the Orops in the different 
Districts Of the Lower Provinces of Bengal, as reported to Government during the'week 
ending 20th January 1872. 4 





































; Dron ot Raat] este inehns | State and prensa of the 
ms, ane return from losation, io] Aftrict at fr at | opment dae Rewenrs 
. josel district. 1" inches, known, | 
| 
EA a 
1872, 

1|Bhaugulpore «Jan, 20th} —-1 [Bavorably —,,,|Cold weather crops much] 
improved by the shower 

2] Monghyr ve {20th | 02 [Cloudy ld, weather crops favor, 
ablo. 

y3 | Purzeah va { 19th} © [Scasonable _.,JGenerally good; pulses and| 
‘mustard are ripening. 
Rain wanted. 
4 | Rajmebal ce] 20h | [Cloudy, with few] 
drops of rain, 
and cold. want of rain, 

6 | Deoghur wef 20th Healthy and cold|Satisfuctory. 

6] Nya Doomkn |, Both (Cold anddry ...|Mustard not goods very| 
little if anything else on| 
tho ground. 

7 | Godda ve | om 20th |* Slight [Very cold ...JMusiard sced, grain, and No ratu sauge. 

. shower. other cold weather erops) 
very poor; slightly im-| 
proved by the rain, 

8 | Pakour aw | me 20th (Cloudy and cul, |Rice nearly gathered j 
anustard and other crops! 
favorable. 

9 | Jamtarra wee 20th) uu. [Coldandclondy,..JMfustard “sood sullering| 
from want of rain. Thera 
are no ther erops. 

10 | Patna sew 20th | ine ..|Rubbee erop is promising. 

1 | Gya 21 got Fine Rico reaped ; spring crops 





. promise well. 
12 | Chumparan w/w 20th] Tight [Cloudy and foggy,| Mustard bring gathored 
| shower. | & atipping cold) other spring crops good ; 
moruingsdeven| rain hax done good te 





ings. the crops. j 
18 | Sarun ve| 20th! 0 [Cloudy and nn-|Rubbee crops generally} 
wotiled ‘excellent ; peas, unustard,) 


nnd Larley promising | 
ypopny,backewant: 
nt 


































14 | Shababad slg Icloudy and chilly|Winter crops promising. 

18 | Binhoor ‘ Fair and foguy .. |Rubbee promising. 

16 | Rejshabye worl JGold and clourly.., Rubee flourishing, 

17 | Bograb ate Cloudy and sharp Satinactory. 

wind, 
18 | Dinageporo 1» 20th} 3 [Misty, cloudy, and|Gonerally favorable. 
very cold. 

ao | Maldeh Fair ..JGood. 

20 | Moorshedabad Bair {2]Mulberry, indigo, and mos 
cold weather crops good. 

21 | Pubne rae) Fine, and season {God 

. ablo. 

2 | Bungpore c= |a 20th] 0 [Slightly rainy Most crops gathored fair 
average ; mustard good. 

28 | Burdwen we { ye 20th)... [Bair cooland dry|Bavorable. Wiuter crops 
in Cutwa require rains. 

24 | Bancoorah oo 90tH | seas {Coot --JOeld weather crops grow 
ing well, 

25 | Beerbhoom we |g 20th) re [Coot and clear ...|Cold weathor crops syifer- 

‘ é ing from want of rain. 

26-| Hooghly wef 20H | severe [Clear «Rico reaped ; cold weather! 
crops good. 

a7 20th IRavorable —_...,Satistactory. 

B Fg [geod . 
fot very good on” the) 

& whole. 

a , 

88 

38 

Me 
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‘ Datcot 1 ier'| Comtiarba the, | State and provpcte othe‘ 
wee weathergu the | State and pros o 
ae a rata 0 lata dlatric, a8 fr ne ropa dst. Daeere 
‘ own, 
. 6 
1872. 
87 | Cachar ve Man, 18th | 02 |Pair .. | Wintor crops insignificant; 
I ‘other crops good. 1 
3R | Chittagong vii Tsth | a4 [Fine and cool .../ Very favorable, ’ 
39 | Nonkhalty or Balloonh {, 13 | oO Fajr God, | 
40 | Tipperah wel ke 38th o8 (Fair ihe showers will do some 
| | tian to mustard crop. 
4 PHAM Trees of Chitte- 4 18th | arm Rainy and fogay, Mustard crops good. 
, i | 
. sath, 0 {Eine .l8pring eropa good. 
3th | {Seasounble No rain for cold weather} 
i ! crops. No. change én 
| xince last 
F Exportation tol 
. j Gnnjnza continues. 
$6 |Mezarecbaugh — |. 0th | on jSeasonable Much’ improved “by the 
late rain. 
46 | Lohardygga vol Teh | 0 Cloudy Spring crops in Palamow| 
| j | good, but want rain j) 
| elsewhere poor. 
47 | Maunbhoom [a 20th). jBine . Eight amas Toss in dhun, 


| 
Singhhoom. | 
Durrung 


3s 





Nowgong 
61 | Beebsaugor ‘ 
62 
6a 
54, 


65 


Kamroop 

Tuekimpore 

Khasi and J; 
Fills. 

‘Naga Hills 


66 | Julpigoree 


37 | Gowalparah 


568 | Garo Hills 
5 | Darjeeling 





Cooch Behar. 





| six anmas in rubbee crop, 
{md ten annas in 61 
anustard, and other ‘i 
seeds, for want of rain, 






























| hills good ; mustard and 
pulses in the terai pro- 
‘mising ; rice reaped, 


13h | Gold end foggy .../Puddy and pulse reaped | 
| | | sugar-cane better than] 
| j in previous years ; mus- 
j i tard good. 

13th | Pair aud eold Paddy reaped; «pring crops 
H | promising 

13th Very cold, pleasCrops good ; they arcl 
| sant,end healthy. being reaped. 

13th Cold ‘and dry salew erops favorable. 

13th, {Fair Satisfactory. 

Sth | .....,. (Cool and pleasant,’Crops being gathered ; cot:| 
| but damp and) ton crop is remarkably! 
| unhealthy inthe good this yenr. Nagas! 

i plains. | of the upper ranges! 
| | Inve commenced bring.) 
| | ing in the new rico, 

20th 0 |Very cold and Highland rice totally lost ; 

i | eloudy lowland below average) 

H | | for want of rain; muse) 

H | | tard being gathered. 

Lith | ssiee [Mornings foggy. No alteration in the state 

days clear mid) wud prospects of the 

pleasant. | crops. f 

13th [Fair «No craps on the ground. | 
2th | "3 [Fair and healthy’ Wheat’ and barley of the! 
| 














Four Wiuam, 
- The 23rd January 1872. 





Do—The ecluimns of the distriots from whieh returns have not been recived remaka blank, 


Published for general information. 
oR. H, Watson, 


Off. Under-Secy. to the Govt. of Bengat. 
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cf 


Weekly Report ‘of Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological * 


‘Reporter's Office. 




















































































































































































































hath Jan, 1872, 











3 ag Bare yoow ler 
‘ ai, | #4, | Seared 
Stations, e238 | £38 ee Wakaaen 
a2 a3 Up to date. 
Inches. | Tuches. 
. elogtaph Office | Nil Nil Nil fisth Jan. 1872. 
ott (TS ditto dito, | ditto | ditto, 
False Pout Gitte — | Noeecsva f+ ditto | 71h Jan, 1872, 
| | Jnipore = sitio ditto |" ditto | ditto, 
]| Rendraparh =. ‘itto dito | ditto | ditto 
£4 | Jugatsingpore titta ditty | dito | ditt, 
£] | Snmnbatpsre Not received) dita 2 
ST iitesore [0 Nit Nil 2th Jan. era, 
haddruek S| ditto | Not eeceived | ditto | 74h Jan, 2872.) 
Pooree ditto “ino | aio | dita | 
Khordal | ditto dito | dito | aia: 
Jail | ito Nit} ditto fiat Jan, 28721 
[) Hosaresbangh {Tiponary | dite dito | ditto |" ait 
| | tarnee , Not eerived | Not seeeived - 
4 |p rochsmba Mt] diy Tih Sui 1672, 
£2 J@iascheo i ith Jan, 1.3, 
£8 Tals Ju. 18 
z 
Paton (Bankipors site 
Dinar f ufo 
Behar ve 
ar oan o 
||o O14 |uatidun, a 
Sliorghotty Ni ‘ino. 
Novwadah dit | ditos 
‘Aran, Not reevived | O08 | 7th Jan. 873, | 
Chaanparun ditto i 
| beatin tina Rit |om aan, aera, 
By | chupeah N ora |rteh Son te. 
E || Seno Notrensved} 034 [71h dan 3873 
Morutlerpore Ril | 030 [ith dun.a872 
oterved| Nal | ih dn 
Taare ait) | 280 
Mudisbani Notrvenived | O82 | rod 
Hajipore . 36 {4th shaw 
rea ditt, | oan Pe ditto, 
[insur ~ Notreevived | Not reeeived | = 
Sexeeain ee et Nil ois ham sit a 
Whubloosh 00 dito | O50 Pits, 
Hesene wt dito | Nd | dite 
Wiesel pore ditto ditto | ditto ito. 
Muaeyporat aig dito} due | aie: | 
ak on airen w | ditto: 
| oon Rae | dis | Ont | fine 
| ear ry litte } din | 
BY] | mooie | ONT ainta | alti 
& || Bacon +] ditto | Notreevivwd ph dna! 3872, 
£4] bervar ‘os Ni (deh cis dae 
E |/aaialt Nit te] ON) dita 
8) | Patour i i. 1872 | 
Fi] Fe er Hit nau Jan, 47 
Parnents : dite 
Ht pene apas Not recived 7th Jan. 1679. 
f| Kecnpore Bonuloal.. aw! it Nil Hak Jan 1872, 
eg =| ditto aitto di 
Bogran aio aitte 
Dinacopore ditea Atta 
i ee Gas | Norrwciad 
Haken ong oh Jaa. ans 
dy] ier 08 Nil ditto, 
—he——— ad Not recive nes 
peseanes an eh an. 1672 
Riagrore ; im 
Browauiguage dita nd 1672 
aitto Gitte jrsth dan, aera) 
Bardwa 
Rares ditto, 
Ouse ais 
ae cad lito”... Not received Int (0 Fih Jaa. 
Byucoornh ais me 
Al Seca 7 i8to. 
$ || arorces Sitea, 
coerce itt. 
i Ey oe 
& ditte, 
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< 
E Stations 
& | as 
7] 
fF) Kisimaghar 
Touma 
Kistmak : 
Semi 
| Nurail 


Preerarcy. 




















Rain from I 


Inches, 


on | Not received 
ditto 
wf ditto 
Aitto 
ditto 
my ON 
fait 
on | Not reed 
mf aitte 
ditto 
ditto 
atte 














ditto 
‘tte 















Veruzepore 9 
Mndaripure 
| | Fureecdpnte 
4] | Goatindd 
£5 | Mrmeusue 
& | | Samatpore 
1] atten 
Kiaharogumge 
sythet 
Chee 
Uslakandy dino 
U Kaya Not recaived 
8 {onitacone (Feleenh oe | Xa 
8 | lore Haxae Not revived 
$4 icupamatee Hitt N 
£4 Noakhatty ito 
oF | | Tiruerm dite 
© (J Grahenmnbaiay Not reeuivel 
Asn Nit 
| Gooch Tear 
af] Bow “1 dite 
|| sontpaean of atte 
E || Droste Not nytived 
By/tom Croatia oe | Bg 
 (lvieeraph Ofice | Not zeeive 
BY | Paverting } ptospital Mi 
& }| Runedee Not reenvod 
© 1) Sulpigooree 
(| Moun 


‘| Tetpore 
Nowsong 
Mrogletyo 
Borpottat 

Gowhntty 
Seelencor 
dercant 
gat 
Nevers 
Debrooghor 
Suddye 
Shall 
Charapooniee 
arnouoodting 





Aseax. 


ee 














Ne 













ot revived} Nil | 7th dane 2873, 
oor” | oa7 juith San. 1972] 
om | om | dit 
Nil Nil | ditto, 

Not received} ditto | rthJan, 1872, 
Nit | dito. |140n Jan 18731 
ito a 

Nit | 70h daw 3672. 
dito | "ditto. 
dite | dita. 





Not recvived 


Not received | Nil | 7th Jun. 


Not. reevived] ditto | 7th Jan. 1872, 


| ditty fadtts dan, 28972, 
Not reevived) 40. | Tub Jun. 1879. 
dite | O10 | ditto, 
Bitte | O08 ditto, 
sitta | 10. ditto, 
ditto | 087 Atte, 
dito | o-0 ditto. 
ditto Nil ditto. 
i 
ato 
dito 








yrom ter, 
pv 1872," 






Inches. | Up to dato 









sth Jin 1era, 
71h dun, 1872] 4 
ith Jou. 1878] Not received lat to 7th Jad, 








Uith Jian 1879) 
ditto. 
ditto, 
‘dite 

7s Jun. 1972, 
ditto. 
dito | ditto, 
ditto | ditto. 
itis | ditto 
auto | ditt 
dito | dite, 

61/140 Jan. 18 

00% ta 

027 tito 











dino | ditto. 


O40 |ttth Jan. 1872, 
ost | ditto. 


ito Nit | teh dane 


ooo | ono |dth Jun 

















ditto 
oro | oro fasth dan. 3872, 
Not revived] Nit | 7th dane 172] 
Ni | ditto 14th dun. 1872, 
Not recvived| ditto | 70h Jun, 1872, 
‘itto i 
tiitto | Nil | 2 Jans 1872, 
aitto j 
il Nil jtauh Jan! 16721 
Not rrevived . 
Ri | Nit [t4ib dan. 1872 Not received tat to 7th Jas. 





gino | ditto 
tite | 

sito ‘Nil 
dite | dit 
































Carourts, 
The 20th January 1872. 


vey F. BuaseCup, 
Meleorvlogical Keporter (o the Govt. of Bengal. 
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Meteoroldgical Telegraphic Report for tho period 14th to 20th January 1872, 
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aan | to | Hoo | aaa 
16 | geo | yan : 
gf rem |e) doen | Site Crs 
8 a6 | gooin | Soot a 
H)L we] io | tome | Sram 
5 16 | gute | nase ! 
Ef] rw | x0 | so0r | arom Ka 
a Pas 20973 KCK 
yo fay | goer | gem GK euuly 
16 | Bone; 20985, tai 
° . 
f} 34th | 10 ! goes | soone 1 6 
ie | e001 | Syne 1 ’ 
3a | 10 | aver | srom 1 i 
18 | nae | ayo i 3 
-4{ tom | to | sore | Sens 1 3 
4 2am | 30018 1 3 
AJ] ye | aomt | anna 1 5 
K | reoce | soare | 1 8 
" 18th: BOWE ‘30088 1 b 
ao57 | 20070 1 5 
10th sons | S040 wet 1 3 
g0084 | aoN0 Ww 1 3 
20th 80185 80187 NE 1 3 
900 | Suva E i H 
iles per hour. 
Cacurra, . Hesry F. Branronp, 


20th January 1872. Meteorological Reporter to the Government of Bengal. 
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Results of the Meteorological Observations taken at the Surveyor-General’s 
Office, Calcutta, from 15th to 21st January 1872. 





























































































‘Tuxewomeren, gis Wa, 
rior. | lin 
4 lf |al4/a is] = gE] Guwexay Rewanep 
‘Month. g gl. |2]2i > /2 ae 
7 Elg./ el] Elz) 2 _ fel 
el ¢ El.é; ele (fel s a |sle 
z Ele) Els ££) 3 82 3 a| 2 
alalele lei els FFs = _lalé 
7 a Serr eee (ee F ' A 
Inches. | O co] o ° ° ce) ‘th Miles. | In. t 
| { i 
Jam | 16th] a60H4 @07| 0 | os | oop wi es}. | rel. | a ehmn Sticky gay 
| | Ww from 7 to 1) Fas. 
04h | are} set lise | ons} oa} sot! -on 8 wawn}..| 200]. |. |Cloor Slightly. fogey 
| B | from 7to 11 eae 
| ize} ouw | r75 | cea fis0a | ero} ora} soo] ort [ety N,N E) | 965]. | C | Clone, Slightly foggy. 
ENNk from 7 to 10 Pa 
rst) 028 | 740 | aro fraps | tor | ese] ceo] coo LN Bl | 043 | | oo |Stratonis cirroemmalé 
+ SENK and clear, Slightly 
fle | fogay nt 7 and & rt. 
roth] v0) qe jez} 677] ore! or) zo] NR {2996 ) |... | Clear and cirracamuli, 
uth) 608 [1238] 647) Be] CaN | “70 NE & NN)... [1167 | Clear and cirri. Fogay 
| | Ww | frou 8 to 11 p.m. 
aim] 008 | 268 | ons [rane ‘aly xwarw) .. | s00! .. |. etme and ini. Rory 
‘ EwNw | ap midnight and 1 ay 
i | tid from 7 to HL wt 











wise the dey and wet bulb thermometer means are derived from 















The mean baroueter 
the yee four hourly observations made during the day. 
‘The dew-point is computed with the Greenwich constants.—The figures in column 10 represent 


the humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken ut unity.—'The receiver of the 
lower rain gauge is 14 feet, and thay of the anemometer 70 fect 11) inches above the level of the 
ground.—The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s anemometer, is registered from noon to noon. 
The extreme variation of temperature during the past seven days .. 216 
‘The max.temperature during the past seven days 
‘The max. temperature during the corresponding: period of the past. year ie 
‘The mean hnmidity during the past seven days 

















‘The mean humidity durin tiv corresponding period of the past year 0-65 
Inches, 
‘The total fall of rain from ath to tet... { bY lower rain gouxe ae Ne 
y anemometer gauge ae Nil 
Ditto — ditto average of eighteen previous years a OB 
Ditto between the Ist January and the 21st January + O22 
Ditto ditto ditto ditto, average of eighteen previous years... 0-16 
Gopranavti Sex, 
Catowrra, In charge uf’ the Ubaertutory. 


The 23rd January S72. 
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Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 
EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—MAIN LINE. 
Approximate Return of Traffic for last day of December V8T1, om 1,280 miles open. 
[te ‘|e mnt Yo 
[einer ec Comet rents [Weight earried. ini 
}y eawe) ee | Mie Srey Re ASP) eal fad 
Teleamerae, [tomes] smeeg] aoe) sang) omer el) ME 
Rer'previous 39) weeks of half? assaf r2nSkion 0 re0s961 2 '9 | 7,828 17 0 /L0986i7 7 0 








Total for 26) works. | ARK eT 


35A0,400 14 8) S25808 17 


2 Y F0,7T AH IS w 








Companison. 


‘Total for corromponding week oF 
Bea" ae, Sf railway” corms 
vee Weck of pron Fear 
soi "overtone dake SF 
Devin sere we 











2301.002 


| 
ba 


ansgo1 0 8 








ag.40,a8 20 | 09,30,508 125 


ugwer 1 2 (091.976 123 





84.095 12 9 T0867 1 8 








EAST IN; 


Approximate Return 


DIAN RAILWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. 


of Trafic for last day of December 1871, on 223 miles open. 














‘Total trae fur 1 day tog 

epee mil a railway 

Forpreviows 204 weoks of isit-yoar | 1¥6,it6% 
‘Total for 249 weoks naan 





jks bad 
sam ei) ay 8 
141 7 7d 
sana 7 0] soaen 7 2 





As 





Mia srs.) Re A B. 





taal ead 
ass or | sina a] a 0 8B no 

3 4ab 45) ae 
wise | aaracd 81] ape tO ones 8 





Aas1n6 1910] BoLOT 12 6 





27,500 20 | sates 8 8 








moan 8 | 0100s 1031 





Comm antsox. 


‘Total or cortompondiog, week of 
Par oof rll Gores 
cher wratenien 

‘Total to erent date 0 0: 








1000 8 2] 




































‘ous jr qr saves ivan | raus7 30 2 
EASTERN BENGAL RAILWAY. 
Approximate Return of Traffic fir work ended tast day of December 1871, on 1664 miles open. 
2 Ra An P pear] eed] ene 
‘Total trae for the one 8 a werais 6| 
Serpe mit Cra : th und 0 mus) Mowe) a4 ¢ 
Forbreniwe a? wecks oftul-year” | rsaah | 4on0Ks 8 azar my] orzo Tan | sores ‘OA sank 8B 
Total for the Yat year | 7erama | sonar 1 6 rouge | ousa7a ys s'| soso is 4 | oget8 1 6 





Couranisox. 


Total for corresponding werk of 
ere eattay Sores ming 
recdk afgnemwunyear = 

otal td Ua of pr 



































EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—MAIN LINE, 


Rotign of Traffic for first 6 days of unwary 1872, on 1,280 miles open. 








‘Total for the period 80,880 





80,1404 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—JUBBULPORE LINE. 


Approximate Return of Trafte for first 6 days of January 1872, on 223 miles open. 





























coscutsa Tarn, Maxcnarpise arp Munna Taarne, 
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CALCUTTA AND SOUTH-EASTEKN STATE RAILWAY. EO 


Approximate Return of Traffic for week exded bth January Y8T2, an 28 miterpen 
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Print.d and published by Enwuw Mounts Lnwis, ut the Printing Office of the Bonga Secretariat, No, 28, Chowringhee, 
in the City of Calcutta.—Jnnuary 24, 1872. 
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the purpose of making Laws and Regulations. 


Sulurdiy, the 2th January 1872. 





Lresent: 
This Noxon 1 <Anr-Coyrrnor ov Brncat, presiding. 
V. IL Sei 
TLL. Dawrine, 
‘A. It. Tuowesox, Eso, 
S.C. Bayuny, Es 
C. Brrsann, Es., 
Mouvyin Anon. Luvrecr, 
Bart Dicuanen 
B.D. Coury, | 
T. M. Rontysow, 
FL. Wray, 
and. 
Ragan Joreenpro Monuy Tacorr, Banapoor. 


NEW MEMBER. 


Ma, Scatcu took the oath of allegiance and the oath that he would fnith-. 
fully iulfil the duties of his office 

















, Kuan Banapoor, 
Mirren, 
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CALCUTTA PORT IMPROVEMENT. 


Mn. Berxarp moved for leave to bring in a Bill to amend the Calentta Port 
Improvement Act, being Act V of 1870 passed by the Licutgnant-Governor 
of Bengal in Couneil, ,This Act, as the Council would remember, was passed. 
after much discussion a year and a half ago; its efleet was to make over the 
custody of the port of Galeutta and its revenues to the Port Commissioners. 
Tn the opinion of all persons qualified to judge, the arrangement then kanctioned 
by this Council had worked extremely well. The Port Commissioners, so fir 
as the port of Calcutta was concernel, had stepped into the place of the Govern- 
mont; and they certainly had, it was generally believed, done more for the port 
during the last eighteen months than had “been done during a good many 
previous years. There was one respect, however, in which the Port Commis- 
sioners did not, under Act V of 1870, occupy precisely the position whieh the 
Government had formerly occupied. Under the old Port Act (XXL of 1 
the East India Company, that is the Indian Government, had been exempted 
from liability for any injuries or losses which might be caused by default of the 
Govermnent harbour officer That provision hid not been re-cnacted in favor 
of the Port Commissioners by the recent Port Trust Act; und therefore, by the 
commomdaw, the Port Commissioners would be liable to actions on aecount of l 
whi ight be caused hy the oceasional carelessness or indiscretion of their 

rs, or for injuries resulting from any undetected defect in the working, or 
from such like untoward accidents. From a perusal of the long debates which 
took place when the Port Trust Bill was considered by this Cotneil, he had 
not been able to asecrtain whether the Council intentionally omitted to re-enact 
the indennity clause, wime discussion indeed took place, und an how’ble 
member opposite Mir. Robinson) spoke reyarding the necessity of enforcing 
the due exercise of care by the Commissioners and_ their officers in regard 
to certain duties couneeted with warelous goods, But the Bill now 
proposed did not touch the sections of the Port Trust ‘Act which referred to 
warehouses; al that was intended was to exempt the Commissioners from 
liability for the default of harbour officers only. The matter stood just 
sz if the Commissioners were to continue liable for such defaults, they 
would have to maintain high port dues, and they would lave to. establish an 
insurance fund to mect occasional demands for ion, which might arise 
out of the carelessness of wu cer, The Chamber of Commerce had been 
consulted us to whether they thought this indemnity should or should not be 
given to the Port Commissioners, and he (Mr. Bernard) asked the Council's 
permission to read an extract from the Chamber's letter on this point. The 
then state of the case was so clearly and fully put by the Chamber, that he would, 
with the permission of the Council, reud what they said. Their Secretary 
wrote :— 

“Tho Commissioners were, as the Committee understand, appointed for the purpose of endeavour- 
ing to work the Port of Calcutta more efficiently than heretofore, and, if possible, also 
economy to the vessel The arrangements so far carried out have 
considerable surplas e, in virtue of which a reduction in the dues now levied on shipping 
might reasonably be ox: distant date, and the Committce believe is actually under 
contemplation hy the Commissioners. It is manifest, however, that if a rerponsibility is to be laid on 
the Board which did not attach to the Government, in whose hands the management of the port was 
d which ray at any time entail a heavy weuninry lone, the first duty of the 
ioners would be to provide for such contingencies, thereby indeffaitely delaying the great 
jerabum of reduetion of charges. The tmatter ix very much, as His Honor the Lieutenant- 
, oneof insurance, and the Committee are ecidedly of opinjon that ship-owners 
ing to run the amount of risk they have hitherto borne in respect of collixion 
uuts than to secure immunity, which it might often be matter of difficulty to enforce, 
by a continuance of existing heavy dues.” 

The Chamber of Commerce were, the Council would perhaps consider, 
better qualified than any onc else to give an opinion upon this point. 

‘Lhe Government of Bengal concurred in the Chamber’s view, that it would 
be better for the trade of Calcutta that the Port Commissioners should sot be 
obliged to insure themselves against casual claims of this kind, becauso such 
insurance niust involve higher port-dues. 

He (Mr. Bernard) asked leave to bring in a short Bill to give effect to the 
views of the Chamber of Commerce, and to re-enact in favor of the Port 
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Commissioners the indemnity given to the East India Company by section 
61 of Act XXIL of 1855; such indemnity being against the default of the 
hurboitt offigers only. ; 

Mr. Scwaten said the circumstances under whieh it was proposed to 
introduce this Bill, and the reasons for its introduction, had been so fully 
explained by the hon’ble member in charge of the Bal, that there remained little 
more for hin to do than to say that, as he was connceted with the body of Port 
Trust Cymmissioners, he was ‘in a position to state: that their only obj an 
desire was to place themselves in the sume position which had been held by the 
Government when they had charge of the port, so as to enable them te carry 
out their desire to redace as soon as possible the heavy chages which were now, 
as a matter of necessity, levied from the port. 

+ His Toor rie Prestenr said, he hoped it would be thoroughly and 
entirely understood by the Council and the public that the object of this Bill 
was nat to change tho state of things which had heretofore existed, but simply 
to maintain that state of thin, As had been explained by the hom ble member 
in charge of the Bill, these servants of the Govormnent had been placed in 

ion that the Government should not be responsible for any negligence 
nce committed by them, Now a doubt nad been raised as to whether, 
as servants of the Port Trust Commissioners, they were in the same position a 
the servants of the Government before the passing of the Act which it 
now proposed to amend, and it was proposed to putethem in the sume position 
ax the servants ofthe Government. It seemed to him that as the Port Com. 
missioners were not a private body, the proposal was not unreasonable, He 
had referred the matter to the Chamber of Commerce, who were the guardians 
of the interests which were represented in this mutter, and they had expressed 
their opinion in favor of maintaining the state of things which existed formerly 
under the Government. Therefore, as had been plnined by the hon’ble 
member in charge of the Bill, this Bill had been prepared und laid before tho 
Council. 

The motion was agreed to. . 

Mk. Bernarn said, that as the Council had been good cnough to grant leave 
to bring in this Bill, and as the Bill was a very short one, and the 
technical difficulty nor any question of principle involved in the Bill, e 
one principle which the Couneil was prepared to adopt, he would ask His 
Honor the President to suspend the rules of the Council, that the Bill might be 
read in Council and referred to a select committee. As no hon’ble members 
seerhed to object to the Bill, perhaps there would be no objection to adopt 
this course. 


His Hoyon rm Presmenr anid, he did not think it desirable that this Bill 






































































should be hurried with anything like unseemly haste through tho Council, and 
his wish and intention would be, that while suspending the rules at this stago 


of tho Bill, novertheless such time should be given to the public before tho 
Bill was finally passed as ordinarily would be given under the rules. He thought 
hat it would he desirablo that this Bill should. be referred toa select. com- 
mittee as soon as possible, and published for gencral information, in order that 
opportunity Should. be given to the committee to cousider uny further ques 
tions which might arise in connection with the Port Improvement Act. Ie 
thought hon’blo members would agree with him that it was not desirable that 
the Act shoul be cMitinually tinkered ; and if any other points should arise in 
councction With this Bill, thé committee could, if they thought it right to do 
80, insert those points in addition to the single point which was now laid before 
the Council by the Government. . 

_ The rules were then suspended, and on the motion of Mr. Bernard, the 
Bill was read in Council and referred to a select committee, consisting of Mr. 
Beta; Mr. Robinson, and the mover, with instructions to roport in, a fort- 














JUSTICES’ BORROWING POWERS. 


Mr. Bernarp moved that: the Bill to extend the borrowing powors of thd 
Justices of the Peace for the Town of Calcutta, and to provide for the 


108 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JANUARY $1, 187, 









yepayment of municipal debt, be considered, ‘Phe Bill had, as the Counc! 
Wweuthd remember, been reported upon hy i select committee, and its dlauses had 
heen settled by this Cou But the Bill had not passed because the dus 
eace for Caleutta had moved the honble President. to “postpone the 

ine of the Bill until they: should have an opportunity of considering 
of the Loth instant,) had sow been 

ard believed, in the hands 




















and a-copy of that lett 
inember of the Cound 
awas to ask that a 
on behalf of the Seeretary of State, to the effect that the impe 
advance to the corporation fimds to meet 
due. If this were done, the whole debt of C 
debt. to the India Government; aid the corporation proposed to set apart. two 
per cent on the total of such debt y vad te pay over to the Indian Gove 
nent (he swns so set axide in liquidation of any loans made or hereafter to be made 
Dy that Government. to the corporation. “Tt was certain that this Council 
could not bind the Indi Government to any particular course of action in this 
matter, amd even if the Government of India were disposed to grant lows on 
liberal terms to the Calcutta corporation, such a disposition could not y well 
samade the foundation for legiskition in this Council. As the local Publie 
Forks Loan Act, quoted in paragraph 2 of the Justices’ letter, stood. the 
‘alentta corporation nitist. ti future loans from the Goyermuent of India, 
unless the Licutenarit-Governor for the time being should see fit to relax this ro 
the power conferred upon him Wy subsequent ‘section of the Act. 
the Govertinent of pntadvised, it did not propose to 
x the rules, « corporation would probably 
Je contracted from the Indian Government, on fairly liberal terms, But it seemed. 
est that this Conneil should so legislate in the present. ease tomneet all 
contingene as to provide for an cflicient sinking fund, whether the money 
was borrowed from the Indian Government or from the outside public. 
~ Bernard trusted the Council might be disposed to coneur in this view 5 
the Bill, as settled by the Couneil four weeks ago, gave full effect to. this 
view. If the Council were pleased to let the Bill stand, Me. Bernard for his 
part, and he might perl add on the part of Goyerument, did not propos 
any material alterations iu the Bill as then settled. 
Phe Bill provides that the Just would setaside 2 por cent on the eapital 
sum borrowed, and that the stan so setuside should be devoted to the repayment 
of debentures or to the formation of a sinking fimd. As matters now stood; this 
arrangement would pay off nearly the whole lou in about iorty or forty-two years 
from the present date. ‘Phe carliest of the 59 lakhs of debentures matare in the 
vou I Up to the year I884 then the sinking find would grow at compound 
Interest, and the tax-payers would pay the full interest on the dehontures. From 
IN84 the Justices for the time being might, if they se decided, reduce the burden 
on the tax-payers hy paying of debentures, and ‘demanding from the tax-payers 
interest on thé reduced loan. The burden on the tax-payers would, it sahil 
beat the same time further reduced by the imperil y money at 4% 
percent to pay off debentures, for the liquidation of which the sinking fund might 
not suflice. The Bill indecd, as settled by the Council, gaye full and precise 
legal sanction to the arrangement whieh the Justices had (as deseribed jn 
paragraph 5 of their letter) decided upon, and, he wild say, very wisely 
decided upon for themselves, All that was required to make,the Justices? 
resolution of some years back, and the action taken thereon permanent, was to 
enact that the sinking fund already accumulated by the Justices should be 
treated as though it had accumulated under the present Bill; and to this he. 
would move a short amendment to section 8 of the Bill. There was one othor 
point in tho enclosures to the Justices’ letter to which he aight refer, , and. 
that was, the proposal to borrow two lakhs more to build a municipal office. 
The proposal ‘seemed a reasonable and economical proposal; and he had 
nothiig to say against it. But he abstained from asking the Council to sanction 
any further loan beyond the 30 lakhs sanctioned by the present Bill; because 
afier ull, the drainnge works in contemplation would not, as explained in the 
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Justices’ letter of the 24th August, cost more than 21} lakhs, so that there would 
be ample margin in the 30 lakhs for any permanont structure for a municpdl 
office. The whole question of enforcing on the municipality of Calcutta tho 
duty of paying off, within a reasonable term of years, the funded debt now due 
from them, was discussed at much length on a provious meeting of this Council. 
‘He would submit the opinion that the duty‘was now to be enforced was not so 
much in tho interest of the debenture-holdors, as in the interest of future gencra- 
tions of municipal tax-payers, who, if thero wore no sinking fund, would inherit 
a funded debt equal to six or seven years’ gross income of the corporation. Mr. 
Bernard would only add that the Bill, as it was settled by the Council, was a 
mean, or a compromise between the two proposuls; one, that in accordance with 
the practice of all recont Government loans to the Port Commissioners or to the 
eorporation, the whole should be paid off in thirty-two or in thirty-three years 5 
and the other proposal now made by the Justices, that the loan should be paid 
off in fifty years. As tho Bill now stood, the 5 lakhs loan would be paid off in 
about forty years’ time. 

‘His Honor Tae Preswent said, he believed that the arrangement that had 
eon made when this Bill was last under consideration was, that the Bill should 
be published and brought forward again, so that opportunity should be given 
to hon’ble members to propose any further amendments they might think neces- 
sary. He observed, However, that with the exception of the amondment, 
of which notico was given by the hon’ble member in charge of the Bill, no other 
amendment had been proposed ; and the Council would’ therefore proceed to the 
consideration of the amendment proposed by the hon’ble member. 


Tho motion was then agreed to. 


Rasan Joreerpro Monun Tagore said, he had to make a few observations 
with regard to the third section of the Bill. ‘The hon’ble member in charge of 
the Bill had told the Council that as the section stood, the full amount of the 
municipal debt would be repaid within a period of forty-two years. But it 
appeared to him | Rajah Joteendro Mohun "Tugore) that if the saving in the way 
of interest by the investment of the sinking fund in the 4 per cent bo taken into 
calculation, the period for the repayment of the debt would come up to about 
thirty-two years, or the life-time of ono generation, Te thorefore agreed with the 
report of the Justices that the repayment of the debt should not be limited to 
the life-time of one generation, and that it should be extended to the life-time 
of two goncrations; for tho succeeding generation would profit equally with the 
presont in the benefits of the works which had been undertaken, and which were 
ofa permanent and extensive nature, and consequently it would be hard to 
require one generation to pay forworks that would equally benefit tho succeeding 
generation. Tho Justices had suggested an arrangement which the Council, he 
thought, should not sanction ; but he thought it just that the period for’ the 
repayment of tho municipal dobt should be extonded to two generations, and 
the percentage to be set aside should therefore bo lessened so as to extend tho 
period of repayment to two generations. With this view, he would move that 
“ one-and-a-half” be substituted for “two” in line 5 of section 3. Ho was full 
aware that the Justices at present did lay by a sum of two per cont towards 
the liquidation of their debt; but when it was taken into consideration that 
the. Justices were, about to borrow a further sum of 30 lakhs of rupees, it 
seomed clear that, tinder that arrangement, they must either raise the taxation 
or put a stop to, the exgcution of any further improvements, a 

‘His Honog tHe Paesipent said, with reference to. the hon’ble member’s 
proposal, he wished to explain how the matter stood at present. His Honor’s 
own individual view was, that the result of the works which wore looked upon 
as improvements was 40 precarious, that it would be much more better to follow 
the pradent course, voluntarily taken by the Justices, in regard to ‘the loans 
previpusly contracted by them—a course by which the loans would be paid off 
in thirty-two or thirty-three years. It might be, and he hoped it ‘would bo the 
case, that some of the grand works undertaken by the Justices would last for two 
generations; but on the other hand.we knew not only that there weraa t 
many failures, but that the advance’ of science causes works construoted by 

B 
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, one generation to becomo comparatively little estimated by the succeeding 
generation, or perfectly useless to them. “Take the instance of the vessels of the 
British Heet; their generation wasa generation of ten years, not a generation of 
thirty or forty years; a floct constructed in one decade ‘was found by 
tho next decade to bé completely out of date, and it was found neccssary tc 
re-construct or entirely remodel tho vessels that had been built only ten yoarr 
Defore. His Honor would further illustrate the matter by referring’ to the 
steum engine. He was told that the rapidity by which old engines were 
superseded by new oncs was sumething surprising; that the new engines 
consumed much less coal, and were therefore more profitable to evyory one 

the coal owners. Ho was told that the best boats which the best 

¢ could supply throe or fours years ago wore rapidly being super- 
seded by better built vessels, and he believed it was the same with 
regard to buildings, drainage, and sanitary improvements of all kinds. If there 
was a probability, or even a possibility, that what we had done at the present 
time would be’ behind the requirements of the next generation, that next 
eneration might not be willing to pay for what wos done thirty years bofore. 

Sat he had so far yielded to the concessions urged by the Justices ‘as to believe 

that it might be possible, oven if not probable, that some of the works construct- 

ed by fhe Justices might be unusually permancnt works, with regard to which 
it might be reasonable to extend the period of repayment to fifty years. What he 
wished to explain before hon’ble members committed themselves regarding section 

3 of the Bill was, that'that section, as now drawn, rendered it possible to extend 

the period of repayment to fifty years. Hon'ble members would find that 

the section did not provide fur u sinking fand, accumulated with compound 
interest till the whole period which would be required to accumulate the 
total amount of the capital had been completed, but that sums so invested for 
repayment of loans were to be applied to the repayment of such portions of the 

Joan 'as had accrued due. If an arrangement was made for the repayment of a 

portion of the loan each year, then the 2 per cont would be applied to repay that 

portion of the loan as if might fall due, and tho loan would not be completely 
paid off until the expiration of fifty years. His Honor would illustrate the 
matter in this way. It so happened that the debentures issued by the munici- 
pality run to the year 1884, that is to say, thirteen years hence; consequent! 

the sums accumulated for the repayment of tho loan would accumulate wit) 

compound interest for thirteen years, and at the end of that timo they would 
be applied to the repayment of the debentures then falling due. After that no 
amore interest would accumulate on those sums. Therefore, the practical result 
would be, as explained by the hon’ble member in chargo of the Bill, that the 
whole loan would be paid off in forty-two or forty-three years. That, His 

Honar hoped, would be accepted as a reasonable compromise of the difficulty, 


Mr. Corvin said, it appeared to him that this section involved two points 
for the consideration of the Council. The first question had already been 
discussed, namely the question, whether the period within which the munici 
Toan should be ropaid should bo thirty years or fifty yoars; that he quite sonal 
was open to discussion with reference to the extent and permanence of future new 
works to be constructed by the Justices. For his own part he thought it would be 
more prudent to repay the loans within one generation ; that period was the precise 

riod which tho Justices had themselves adopted in establishing a sinking fund. 
‘The Bill proboned to provide that in giving the Justiess increased borrowing 
powers, it should be on the condition that the debonture-holders shorld be placed in. 
no worse position as regards the ultimate repayment of the loan than thatin which 
they now stood. The proposition of the Justices, in their letter of the 15th 
January, did not heat this proposal in view, and instead of a sinking they 
p fontracting loans from the Government of India for the repayment of the 
public debentures annual instalments of 2 per oent., and thus to extend the 
period ‘of their liquidation to fifty years. But it ap to: him that.as in the. 
case of former loans from the Secretary of State he had dl :on the establish- 
ment'of a sinking fund. for the repaymems of the loan, inal fature-Jeans:fpam 
the Government the same principle would be observed. “The Sustioeswmichitolie 
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correct in assuming that the Government of India would be willing to be thei, 
aole creditor ;+ but it might well happen that at times when the money market 
‘was endy tho public ‘would be willing fo lend on moro edvantageous terms than tha 
Government’ of India would be disposed to accept, and he (Mr. Colvin) thought it 
should be ore to the Justices to go to the cheapest market. There could be no 
doubt that the Government of India would make their,own terms, and it seemed 
to hiin that it was beside tho power of this Council todo more than to enact that 
the public loans should be paid off within a certain period, and that they should 
be subject to the operation of a sinking fand. Taking this view of tho matter, it 
would be his duty to support the Bill as it stood, subject to a verbal amendment 
excluding ,Government Yoans from the operation of the Bill, and limiting tho 
sinking fund to the aggrogate of their public securities. 

+ Mr. Wrwan said, he should be inclined to support the section as it stood 
with reference to tho sum to be sot asido as a sinking fund: he thought it would 
be dangerous to go below the proportion of 2 per cent. as a sinking fund. 

But there were some other points connected with this section to which he 
would wish to call attention, and possibly to move amendments. ‘The section 
provided in line 19 that the securities were to be invested in the names of the 
Chairman of the Justices and the Accountant-General to the Government of 
Bengal. He (Mr. Wyman) thought that the sinking fund should ‘be held 
independently of the ‘officers of the municipality, and he would rather see the 
name of the, official trustee of Bengal substituted for thet of the Chairman of the 
Sustic ‘e would. call the attention of the Council to the remarks which fell at 
the meeting before last from an hon’ble member of this Council, who stated 
that for twelve months after the passing by the Justices of a resolution for 
the establishmont of a sinking fund, the sinking fund was omitted to be 
ostablished. It was clear that a like dereliction of duty might again 
occur. He thought that a trust like this should be a sacred one, and that no 
officer of tho municipality should have anything to do with it; and he could not 
conceive a more proper person than the official trusteo, in connection with the 





Accountant-General. 

The next point to which he wished to refer was the investment of the surplus 
amount after the interest on debentures should have been paid. The section pro- 
vided that the surplus should bo invested in Government securities; but it had 
occurred to him that if it were permitted to the Justices to invest the surplus in 
their own unmatured debentures, it might happen under certain circumstances 
that yery great economy to the tax-payers might result. As for instance, owing 
to the depression of the market, or want of confidence in the Justices, the deben- 
tures might fall, and it might then become moro desirable to purchase their own 
debentures than to invest in Government securities. He thought therefore that 
it was highly desirablc that the Justices should be able to purchase their own 
debentures when they considered it advisable to do so. The security to the 
Government would remain the same, and as the public debt would be lessened, 
and it would bo to the interest of the tax-payers that tho Justioos should hore 
this power. 

i Basan Jormenpno Moun Tacore’s amendment was then by leave with- 
wR. 

On the motion of Me. Brrwarp the “Secretary to the Government of 
pete! so the Revenue Department” was substituted for the ‘ Chairman of 
the ices”e.as one of the Trustees under the Act, in lieu of “the Official 
‘Trostee of Bengal,” proposed by Mr. Wyman. 

“Ms. Wruax moved the insertion of the words, “ or in : ici 
debonttires,” after the word “Government,” in lino 18, Moai enna 
Justices to invest their surplus funds in the purchase of their own debentures, 


Hw Honor tae Present said that. thi of practical: 
Eee: aati Ye welt i te beat He sede seen ry inl 
aif-the. ‘arith roferenco to ihe: probable effort upon the market of: «ach. 
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Mr. Roptnson said he thought there could be no objection to the amend-. 
mivnt proposed ; it was simply that the Justices should be allpwed t6 invest a 
portion of the sinking fund in the purchase of their own debentures :-'if thet 
was the whole change that was proposed, he did not see that it was open to any 
objection. It was perfectly possible to conceive certain circumstances “under 
which municipal debentures might be a cheaper investment than any other 
species of investment at a particular time, and the Justices would naturally 
wish to invest their funds in them. 

Mr. Wyman's amendment was then agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. Bexxarp the words at the end of the section— 


“ Allinterest accruing due on the said accurities shall also, from time to time, be infested by the 
trustees in like msnner, and held upon the like trust” 
were omitted, and the following words were substituted :— 

“And all moneys and securities now held by any trustees appointed by the aid Juatiees for the 
porpose of paying off any portion of the said fifty-five lakhs shall be forthwith transferred to the 
trustees under this Act and invested in their names and held by them upon the trusts hercinbeforo 
declired. All interest aecruing due to the trustees ehall also, from time to time, be invested by them 
in like manner, and held upon the like trust.” 

Mr. Damvrer said that before leaving this section, ho would like to have it 
explained how it was proposed that the Justices should be compelled to invost 
money for the sinking fund ; whether a writ of mandamus was the only means of 
compelling the Justices to observe the directions of this Act? He took great 
interest in the Bill as it‘tfow stood, as tho holder of the office which he had the 
honor at present to fill was to be one of the trustees. 

Mr. Brunarw said he believed the learned Advocate-General had explained 

that in the case of the Justices declining or neglecting to fulfil the obligations 
imposed upon them by the Bill, the common law would be sufficiont to enforce 
their observance of the provisions of the law. He (Mr. Bernard) presumed 
that if the Justiecs did neglect to carry out the provisions of the Act in this 
respect, it would be open to the trustces to move for a writ of mandamus against 
them. . 
Mr. Dawpr explained that what he wished to know was, whether it 
would be the duty of the trustees to enforce the provisions of the Act in this 
respoct; or whether their duties commenced only after the investment of the 
funds in their name. 

Tis Honor tHe Presiwexr said he thought this very question had been 
discussed and satisfactorily disposed of ona former occasion, and he was not 
aware that a more stringent measure would be required to induce the hon’ble 
momber to do his duty,—it was merely the duty of the trustces to comply with 
the requirements of the Act. Ho thought he might say that the trustecs had no 
duty to perform until the money was plied in their hands; they were then 
bound to dispose of it in the terms of the Act. He believed public-spirited 
men would not be wanting to put the law in force when there was any occasion 
to do 80, ‘ 

Mr. Rivers Tuompson said before the question was put that the section, as 
amended, stand part of the Bill, he wished to put to the Council a suggestion 
that a certain addition should be made in the 20th line. He believed it 
was the opinion of the late Advocate-General that in the case of investments’ of 
money in the name of officials, it would be advisable to add words to the effect 
that they should bo invested in the name of such officer for the time being, 
He would therefore suggest the insertion of the words “respestively for the 
time being,” after the words ‘“ Accountant-General of the Government of 
Bengal.” It was, he believed, the opinion of Mr. Cowie that on the retirememt or 
promotion or death, of any one of such trustees, some confusion and difficulty 
might arise from the necessity of endorsing over the papers to their successors ; 
whereas the insertion of the words he had proposed would have the effect: of 
contihuing the trust in the officer for the time being without the necessity. of 
any formel transfer or endorsement. If the Council were of ° the. same. 
spit, he: (Mr. Themen) thought it would be advisable to insert the words 

ich he proposed, and he would therefore move their insertion,’ 
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‘The, motion was agreed to, and tho section, as amended, was passed. 
@n tho motion of Mr, Bernard the Bill was then passed. 


JUTE WAREHOUSES: FIRE-BRIGADE. 


Mr. Bernanp moved that the report of the selegt committee on the Bill to 
aménd the law for the registration of jute warehouses in Calcutta and to provide 
forthe establishment of an efficient fire-brigade in Calcutta and its suburhs,be taken 
jrito consideration in order to the settlement of the clauses of the Bill. Ie said that 
the sclect committeo's report and the amended Bill had been in the hands of the 
memberseof the Council for a week; and he would ouly very brictly explain the 
principal alterations made by the select committee, “and the reasons for those 
changes. ‘Phe Bill as first introduced, had provided that licenses should be granted 
or renewed us a matter of course to all existing jute warehouses; while 
the justices should have discretion in regard to the licensing of new warehouses. 
The Bill as first drawn was in accordance with the wishes of the Calentta Corpo- 
ration as it had then been expressed. But when the Bill was referred to the 
Calcutta Justiees and to the Chamber of Commerce for opinion, both these bodies 
gave very decided opinions that the Bill did not go nearly far enough. ‘They 
recommended that the conditions and restrictions under which jute warehouses 
might be licensed, should be laid down by law, and they strongly urged that 
no warchotises should be licensed in Calcutta, exeept under such restrictions 
as to reduce the chance of fire to a minimum. ‘Phese views were in somo 
degree challenged by the British Indian Association, but the select committee, after 
some discussion, accepted the main principles laid down by the Justices and tho 
Chamber, and the committee felt more free so to do because, at the debate, before 
the Bill was referred to a sclect committee, decided opinions had been expressed 
by some membors, in favor of more strict provisions than the Bill as origin- 
ally drawn contained. "The committee accepted the plan of the Justices for 
giving effoct to the view it was decided to adopt. That plan delegated to a sub- 
committee of the Justices the duty of inspecting cach cxisting warchouse, and 
reporting upon its fitness for aliconse. This duty of inspection would beheavy, for 
the work would have to be done before the end of July next; but the Chairman and 
the Justices voluntarily offered themselves for it, and there seemed no other agency 
for such a duty which would commanda like degree of public confidence. Tlie 
only other new provisions of importance adopted by the sclect committee, were 
those which laid down the conditions and fees under which juto warchouses might 
he licensed, and which prohibited dealing in or letting off fire-works without a 
Ficense. ‘Theso sections were introduced after fully considering the views of the 
Justices and of the Chamber of Commeree, Having thus shortly explained the 
more important changes made in the Bill by the select committee, Mr. Bernard 
moved that the zeport bo taken into consideration in order to the settlement 
of the clauses of the Bill. 


“Mr. Cotviy said, as some of the amendments made in the Bill by the 
xclect committee were introduced in consequence of the suggestion he had the 
honor to submit to the Council, it might perhaps be desirable that he should 
say a few words in reference to them, although the explanation given by the 
hon’ble member in charge of the Bill rendered it unnecessary for him to do 
more than briefly to confirm what the hon’ble member had stated. The 
Council would prolably recollect that when tho Bill was introduced, he (Mr. 
Colvin) had observed 4] its provisions hardly went far enough, and that 
scarcely suificient protection was guaranteed against dents by fire to pro- 
perty in the neighbourhood of jute godowns, and that it appeared to him neces- 
sary to take steps for the probibition of Ticenses to such dangerous depots us 
new eee within the linuts of the town, and their removal to the outskirts of 

he town. 










































































__ This recommendation, which had already been backed by the’ Agents of 
Fire Insurance Companies, was referred to the various public bodies noted on the 
report, and with some modification and exception was generally approved, of, 
and clicited suck a degree of support to the opinion that some such measure 
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ws really essential as to render it unnecessary for him to show cauge further 
in its favor. 


But in considering the best practical way of dealing with the ‘question of 
jute warehouses by legislation in the proposed dircetion, the select ‘committee 
were assisted by the suggestion of the Justices, that they should take power 
to appoint a coumuittce of their number to inspect and Yeport upon existing 
warehouses, and on such report, that the Justices should have power to 
withhold a) license to such warehouses as might be a source of dhuger to 
life and property in the neighbourhood, and. to grant a li to those ware- 
houses only that appeared reasonably safe for the purpose, on their ogasenting 
to conform te certain conditions, and on the payment of a certain feo. In 
conferring this power on the Justices in Caleutta,"and the Municipal Commis- 
sioners jn the suburbs in regard to jute chouses within their jurisdiction, ho 
trusted it would be considered that 4 fair and satisfactory compromise and settle- 
ment of the whole matter had been arrived ut as betweon the abolitionists on th 
one side and the owners and occupiers of jute warchouses on the other. He thouglit 
that, on the whole y satisfactory solution had been deduced from the 
proposition smmuarily to close each and every existing warehouse. It was 
seldom thatany public improvement of this kind could take effect without some 
objcetion being taken as to inconvenience or injury to private property. He 
maintained that np real hardship would be intlicted by saying that persons should 
not be permitted to cudatiger the lives and property of the neighbourhood, 
simply because they had hitherto been allowed to do so with impunity. Possibly 
objection might Hf he taken to the scale of license fees being so high, but he 
thought that to make them lower would to a great extent defeat the purpose of 
the Bill. It appeared to him that the only cases in which complaint was likely 
to be made as to the high rate of fees, would be the very cases in which licenses 
ought to be prohibited under any circumstances. 


































































Te would add one word to the contribution from Fire Insurance 
Companies towards the expenses of the Fire-Brigade, When the Bill was first 
introduced, he had recorded bis objection to this as to some extent a tax upon 
individuals for the benefit of the community; he could not say that this 
objection was altogether removed from his mind, but he was unwilling to press 
it further, us the amount of the charge proposed’ to. be levied was comparatively 
insignificant, and if he was wrong in assenting to it, he bud at any’rate the 
satisfaction to know that he was sailing in good company, as precisely similar 
provisions were contained in the London Fire-Brigade Act. : 

















He trusted the Bill would commend itself to the judgment of the Council, 
and would be considered a usoful enactment, adding another to tho many 
improvements which had been effected in Calcutta during recent yews, and 
tending to raise it another step on the scale of cominercial ‘cities us iegards the 
comfort and safety of its inhabitants and the protection of their property. 


Fs Honor rie Prestenr suid, since it appeared that this Bill, in its main’ 
features, was likely to bo acceptuble to the Council, ho was sure he might con- 
gratulate the select committee on the successful result of their labors. .'The 
subject was at first an oxtromely difficult onc, and he could not Juve imagined 
that the seloct committee could have come to so more satisfactory a conclusion. 











‘Tho motion was then agreed to. 


On the motion of Mx. Boryanp, the clauses of the Bill were considered for 
settlement in the form recommended by the select committes. 

The consideration of sections 1 to 3 was postponed. 

Section 4 was agreed to. 


His Honor the President here left the chair, and Mr. Schalch presided. 


Section 5 empowered the “Justices” to appoint a special committee of 
thor own number to inspect and report upon existing jute warehouses, and to 
award such feo to cach member of the committee as they might think fit. 
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Upon the motion of Mr. Wyman ‘the words “at a special meeting” wero 
inserted after the word “ Justices,” so as to make the appointment of the com- 
mitteo an act df the Justices in meoting, and not of the Chairman under tho 
interpretation of “ Justices,” contained in Act VI of 1863, ‘with which this Bill 
was incorporated. e 
ion 6-was passed with a similar amendment; and the addition to the 
section of the following words: “ Every license granted under this section 
shall bt subject to the payment of an amual fee, to be imposed and pai 
mamner as in the next suceceding section is directed, and to such other of the 
conditions mentioned therein as the Justices may think fit.” 

In section 7 the same amendment was made ; und in addition thereto the 
following amendments were moved 

In clause (1) the words “or clippings” were struck out, as being included 
within the meaning of the word “ cuttings.” 

In the same clause, Mr. Wyman moved an amendment to the effect that 
the beams of warehouses should also be made of iron. After some conversation 
this amendment was carried on the following division :— 


























Avra 7. Noxs 4. 
Mr. Wyman. Rajah Joteendro Moun Tagore, 
Robinson. Moulvie Abdool Lutect 
Daly ‘Mr. Berard. 
Bihoo Degumber Mitter. » Chompyon. 
Mr. | 





Ke 
Doane | 
‘Tho President. 

In clause (2), which provided that warchouscs should bo supplied with 
solid doors or yates which * can bo securely closed,” Mr. Wyman moved the 
substitution of the words “shall be considered by tho Justices to be safe” for 
the words “can be securely closed.” After some discussion, this amendment 
was nogatived. 

Clause (5) provided that “the boilers and fire of any steam engine used in 
such jute warehouse shall be at a reasonable distance from the building.” On 
the motion of Mr. Robinson this clause was amondod, so us to stand, “the 
engines and furnaces used in such juto warchouse shall bo placed as may be 
considered negessary for safety by the Justices.” 

Section 8 was passed with a’ verbal amendment. 

Section gave a diserctionary power to the “ Justices” to cancel or 
suspend a license on a breach of any of the conditions of a liceuse. Mr, 
Wyman moved tho insortion of the words “at a special mecting” after the 
word “ Justices,” so as to onsuro the power boing exorcised only by the Justices 





























ata meeting. After some discussion the amendment was earried on the follow- 
ing division = 
Ayes 8. Nous 3. 
Rajah Joteendro Mohun Tagore, ‘Mr. Robinson. 
Mr. Wyma » Colvin, 
Buboo Doguinber Mitter, 3 Bayley. 
Mouivie Abviool Luteef. , 
Bernard. +, 
Thowpson. 





Dainpter. 
The President. 


Section 10 was passed with a formal amendment. 
‘The further consideration of the Bill was then postponed. 
ThiCouneil was adjourned to Saturday, the 3rd February. 
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Rainfall, Weather and State and Prospects of the Crops. 

Statement showing Rainfull, Weather and Slate aud Prospects of the Chops in the different 
Districts of the Lower Provinces of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week 
ending 27th January 1872 




























































































| 
sing) Clare of he 
Date of | | state ead qwomerta ot th | 9, 
W inrit | 
ee a 
1872, | | | 
1 | Bhangulpore «Wan, 27th} 01 [Favorable ...|Very geod : the ynin hins) 
| béereery henetivial whiek 
fell copiously in Soop! 
2 | Monghyr wef Qt] 2 |Raing KGood. 
3 | Purneah TUL gree} 0. Fogey and seasons Pulves, &.. being reaped : 
: | ahi | tn ring eros premise 
4 | Rajmehal ws 8TH | Light [Occasionally [Mustard fairs wheat aver: 
shower. | clmdy. age but wants rain 
§ | Deoginur wee 2h [OO [Varia Mustard md wshue being 
| | ni, the otstttan about 10 
a 
GC] XyaDoomka | 87th | 0 |Popgy and cold../atustard boing reaped : it 
i . ie ot uel. 

7 | Godda cole 27th | Light [Cloudy and fagey Cold weather crops pour, Nemmb mues. 

shower. | owing 10 wnat of bain 

8 | Pakour wart N” letomay stislaclory nf 

9 | Jamturra "ani | 6 [etondy and nomelalustard the only crop 

tomes close and. on the gronnid, ix oor 
al, otlicr times! i 

10 | Patna cela 27h | 1 |oggy” aud rainy!Pulsesx may. suffer from the 
heavy Fain. 

1 | Gya wef 27th | 02 [Good sa{Thne rain has done: good to, 
the crops, whiel, tre pres 
inising 

12 |Chomparun | 27th | Slight, Cloudy and foggy|The spring crops. promive 

f Pd outturn ; the rain} 
is Ween god to. pop 

and ontecbut wot to wheat! 

: | snd i 

13 | Sarun wel 270) 15 fOloudy and rainy!Phe rain has somewhat) 
same the pees nd th) 

14 | Shahabad we{ 97th} 26 [Cloudy and chilly Puises damaged dy’ 1 


in; other winter erops! 
ni. 
ops continue prs 







15 | Tirhoot «2th | at [Cloudy 








16 | Kajabuhiye » smth} @ [Gata |Spring craps flourishing... Chitem 

17 | Hozral wef 26th 0 Clouds with a Satistactory, fine ge 

slight drizzle. | Maes 

38 | Dinagepore wef Std. | 06 [Foggy and cloudy Genorally favorable. 

30 | Maldale ID atu | Light |Fair.” cold, and Good 

shower, | pleasant. 

20 | Moorshedabad ond an, Sth oO |Pur » [Good ; a Tittle rain would: 
Inve done goud to some, 
enn. 

21 | Pubna cata 2h © [Fine and scason{Good" | 

able 





22 | Rungpore cf 7th  [Poggy and damy Most crops gathered ; mus-| 


tard yootl j 

















28 | Burdwan = © |Peir {Winter crops satisfactory. 
24 | Buncooral i uth 0 |Cool Winger crops 9 pot doing! 
well for wanttof rai 
25 | Beerbhoom we [a 27th © [Fine ; sky rather/The erops will oe air ih 
overcast. rains now 
26 | Hoogly ve 97th | 9 [Partly clear nnd/Winter erops good. 
¥ partly cloudy. 
27 | Howrah, sof 2th) 0 favorable... |Satistactory. 
28 | Mflnapore ed 26uh 0 [Fair Good. 
20 | Nuddea wef 27th © |Seasonable, | 
Uhunighradr Not very good. 
4 warm, 
Jossore seal. © Wery fine ...Gond. 
2Bt-Pergunnehs 1.) 0 [Bur g 


Dacor 








0 [Beasonable 























Backergunge © [Pair and cold 1 Good rice nearly all cut. | 
34 | Purreedpore aah i 0 [Warm aud close’ Good [A Bast boom: we 
33 |Mymensingh —<..) 0. © [Bui s 
‘38 | Sylhet we] oe 0 |Gooa vol Neny good. 
me” 
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a So = — 
Dateof |Huinfil at! Character of the 
gl ie Date of | Jesuiier | weather inthe | State and promects of the 
Bo. Viti sgl npn rh py 
. ‘ 
| . 
| 1872. 
| 

37 | Cnchar (Jan, 20h 0 Pair Wavornhle. 

38 | Chittagong, ofa 2th, 0 ‘Bright and cold... ice harvested; outt 
usually, nls 

_ {crops i | 

39 | Noakhally or Bulloonh’ ,, 19th 0 Good. | 

1 Npperalt se fae 26th 0 Good. | 

41 HAEPracts of Chitta: | goth 0 oud, 
| zomg 

42 | Cutiack. if 

43 Mnlasore wl O7th 0 'Seasonatile Food. F 

44 | Pooree 1 20m O Seasonable 2, Cold weather erops_ sulfer: 
1 i jing from want of 
i | exportation of 

45 | Mavarecbaugh —...) 27th 0 iClondy 
| 
\ | 

46 | Lohurdugga we, 6th 0 Warm A little vain in Palsuni! 
; i jw dene godt th 

' terops;whieh promise fir 

47 Maunbhoom 5 2Tth 0 iFine Owing tw | waue 
i Bnnnas in Bie in| 
| pring crops, and 10 us 
| : rd, and other 
H 20h © Drvand cold .. 

40) Durrung ivih 0 eva’ pulses reaped | 
H sien mustard 
| doing well 

50) | Nowgeneg 10th © ‘cold «a Tiew gathered; spring erops 
i promising, well 

1. Sechsaugor 20th © Very cold. healthy! (oot 4 mua otope hur) 
| pleasant, ested. 

42 | Kamroop ou © [Dey and cold ,,./Rive favorable, 

53" Lavekimpore i 2anh 0 | Kale i . 

5h | Klmsi and Jyntealh 0 Fino : s \g crop.” 

Hills, 

65 | Naga Hills 12th O |Cold and healthy {AI erops gathered ; outs 
turn remarkably ‘l 
the hillmen cutting fresh 
© jhooms” for the en 
suing year. 

2th 10 |Coldand clondy...\IRiee gathered ; outiurn be- 
| luw average ; mustard 
' | salintnetory. 
87 Gowalpura 200 0 JPoyguy and elonly Winter ene reaped; ont: 
| turn of mnstard * less! 
{than the lust year. 

58 Garo Hills o oth | 0 Bair wot No crops on the ground] 

|. at present.” 

59 Darjeeling 2th, OF [Very call Jn the hilly wheat and 
| harley are promising; 

=} | | in the Terai Kullal being 

! reaped. and mustard| 
Hl | promising. 
60 |Cooch Behar.) 20th [Foxy and eold..Good. 











~The colin of the distro trom which retnrns have no, ben reve ea bi 
Published for gencral information. 

Four Waturan R. H. Wnisox, 

The 800h Fanuary 1872. Offa. Under-Secy, to the Govt. of Bengal. 
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Weekly Report of Rainfall compiled at the ‘Meteorological 
Heporter' & Office, 
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Caccurra, 
The 27th January 1812. 


Lanny F. Biasvoun, 


Meteorological Reporter to the Govt. of Bengate 
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The 27th January 1872. Heteorological Reporter to the Goveramens of Bengat, 
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Actin Pressures and Temperatures of the preceding Table reduced to Sea-Levet, with Mean 
Wind Direction. 
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NOTE. . 


Barometric Pressure.—The pressures in column 2 of the above table for all stations below 
500 feet are reduced from those given in eolumn 8 of the table on the provions page by 
adding the weight of a column of air of the corresponding temperatures given in column 17. 
For stations of above 50U feet clevation, the reduction is made by Dippe’s tables as given 
in Gnyot’s “ Meteorological and Physical Tables.” 

Temperature—The temperatures in column 3 are reduced from those in column 17 on the 
preceding page by adding 1° Fabr, for every 850 feet. 

Wind Direction —The mean wind direction and its comparative prevalence are calculated 
from the whole number of wind observations recorded during the half month. The Initeris 
given as a percentage of the whole number of observations. ‘The mean direction is calculated 
in the usual way by Lombert’s formula. 

The above being all comparable, ailord the data for constructing a meteorological chart for 
the half month, which shall show the isobaric and isothermal lines and tho resultant wind 
directions, which last may be represented by arrows of varying length proportioned to the 
prevalence of the wind, ‘To these may be added the raipfall from the previous tables. 





Catourra, Hennr F. Braxroup, 
The 21th January 1872. Meteorological Reporier to the Govt, of Bengal. 
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Abstract of tho Results of the Hourly Meteorological Observations taken 
at the Surveyor-General’s Office, Calcutta, in themonthof _” 
. December 1871. 


Latrtup 22° 83’ 1” north. Longitude 88° 20’ 34” east. Height of the cistern of the 
standard barometer above the sea-level, 18-11 feet. 














MONTHLY RESULTS. Inches. 

Mean height of the barometer for the month oe 80043 
‘Mox. Reight of the barometer occurred at 10 4.x. on the 14th ve 80197 
Min. height of the barometer occurred at 4 p.at, on the Ist eH 29°80 
Eztreme range of the barometer during the month —... 0-317 
Mean of the daily max, pressures . 3 30-118 
Ditto ditto min, ditto tee 29°86 
«Mean daily range of the barometer during tho month ... 0182, 
-} 

Mean dry bulb thermometer for the month 60 
Max. temperaturo occurred at 2 p.m. ou the Ist 825 
Min, temperature occurred at 7 a.m. on the 29th 670 
Extreme sange of the temperatgre during the month 255 
Mean of the daily max, temperature ‘ 777 
Ditto ditto min. ditto 618 
“Mean daily range of the temperature during the nronth 15-9 








Mean wet bulb thermometer for the month 
Mean dry bulb thermometer above mean wet bulb thermonfetor 
Computed mean dew-point for the month ... 

‘Mean dry bulb thermometer above computed mean dew-point 





Mean elastic force of vapour for the month ae 





‘Mean weight of vapour for the month —., 
‘Additional weight of vapour required for complete saturation 
Mean degree uf humidity for the month, complete saturation boing unity 





‘Mean max. eolar radiation thermometer for the month ... 


Rained No, days,—max. fall of rain during 24 hours , 

Total amount of rain during the month 

Total amount of rain indieaed by the gauge attached to the Anemometer during 
the month oe 

--vailing direction of the wind Be aH lo owNW&eNw 


© Height 70 feet 10 inches above ground, 








GorgeNauTe Ssx, 


In charge of Observatory. 
The 20th January 1872. is pm 
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IRRIGATION BRANCH, PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT, BENGAL. 








SOUTH-WESTERN CIRCLE. 
Statement showing the amount of Traffic and Tolle on the Midnapore Section of the High Leret Canal 
during the mouth of December 1871. 


Lexots of CANAL oven, 24 suas. 
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‘The tonuage shown above is thet of tho Loats and not of the cargo. 
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. Weekly Return of Traffic Receipts on Indian Railways. 
BAST INDIAN RAJLWAY—MAIN LINE: 





Approximate Return of Traffic for wook ended 13th January 1872, on 1,280 miles open. 








Coaching recsints. 
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EAST INDIAN RAILWAY—JUDBBULPORE LINE. 


Approximate Return of Traffic fur week ended V3th Jannary 1872, on 224 miles open. 
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GAL RAILWAY. 


Approximate Return of Traffe for woek: ended 13th January 1872, on 1565 miles open. 
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CALCUTTA AND SOUTH-EASTERN STATE RALLWAY. 





Approximate Return of Traffie for Week ended 13th January 1872, on 28 miles open. 
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Proceedings of the ‘Couneil of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for 
the purpose of making Laws and Regulations. 





‘The Council met in tho Council Chamber on Saturday,’ the 8rd February 
1872, 
Present: : 
His Honor rae Livurenant-Governor or Bencat, presiding. 
J. Granam, Esq., Advocate- General. 
V. H. Scuarcu, Ese, 
HH. L. Damerzr, Esq, 
8. C. Baruyr, Esq., 
C. E. Bernarp, Esq., 
Movutvis AspooL Lureer, Kuan Banapoor, 
Bazoo. Dicumper Morren, 
B. D. Gotvin, Ese., 
T. M. Ropinsoy, Ese., 
E,-F. Wray Eso., 


and’ 
Riivan Jorzexpro Monun Tacore, Banapoor. 


JUTE WAREHOUSES: FIRE-BRIGADE. 
Ok the ‘motion of Mz. Barnanp the Council proceeded with tho farther 
consideration of the he seport of the select committee in order to the settlement of 
the ‘clauses ofthe. Bill 


182 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, YEBRUANY 1,°1872, 


Section 11 having been read by the President— f 

Mr. Damrrer said-he hed to propose a slight verbal alteration. (He thought 
that in the three penal sections that followed section 10, rather, close attention 
‘was required to understand the distinction that was dtawn between the several 
cases which they were intended to moet. It appeared “to him,"however, that 
what was intended was not clearly expressed.” The 11th section imposed a 
penalty for continuing to use a place for storing hig after the 31st July 
next, without taking out a license uhder this Act, that was to say, without 
changing the old license which was presumably held from tho Justices bofore 
the passing of thin Act. Then section 12 imposed a higher penalty op any 
one who used a jute warchouse as a jute warehouse, which had never 
been so used before tho 31st of July. It was the wording of this section 
particularly that had attracted his attention, and which he thought did not 
express its meaning very clearly. The 13th section imposed a penalty 
for a still moro gross case, where the Justices had been applied to. for 
a license, and had absolutcly refused to grant it. If Mr. Dampier might 
be allowed to take section Ie first, it would explain what he meant. ‘The 
wording of this section was, “Any porson who shall without a license use 
any juto warchouso, for keeping or depositing jute or cutton, established after 
the commencement of this Act, shall be liable, on conviction before a Magis- 
trate, &c.” But if tho Council would refer to the interpretation of the worda 
“jute warchouse,” they would find that, as it now stood, there was no sense 
in the section... The words ‘jute warehouse” meant “any warehouse, store 
depot, yard, godown, or other place used for tho storing, keeping, pressing, or 
depositing of jute or cotton or other substance for the time being subject to the 
operation of this Act.” Now, with that interpretation, the section as it now 
stood would mean that any person who for the first time used for the storing of 
jute a place which had beon used for that purpose before! This, Mr. Dampier 
would submit, did not make sense. Any promises to be a jute warehouse 
within the meaning of tho interpretation section, must have been used for the 
storing of jute. He would therefore suggest that the words from the seeond 
line, “any jute warchouso for keeping or depositing juto or cotton established 
after” be omitted, and that the words “as a jute warehouse any land or 
premises which have not been so used before” be substituted for them. 

His Hoyor rie Preswwent had no objection to the motion being put on 
the principle of better late than never; still he thought it proper to ropresent 
that it was extremely inconvonicnt that those matters, which were purely 
mattors of drafting, should be brought forward without any notice. He had at 
the lust meeting of the Council impressed upon hon'ble mombers the necessity 
of giving notice of the amendments which were to be brought forward in order 
that they might be carefully considered in reference to their bearing on the 
whole Bill. ‘ie did therefore trust that hon’ble members who had such motions 
to make would be good enough to give the Council notice, in order that these 
matters might be properly considored. Howover, as he had great confidence in 
the hon’ble member who had proposed this amendment, he had no objection to 
put it to the Council. : 

Mr. Bernarp thought that the section did not need amendment, as it-was 
sufficiently clear without it. 

~ His Honor tHe Presipent thought it more regular to consider the. sections 
consecutively, and that section 11 should be considered first, . 

‘The motion was then by leave withdrawn, 

Section 11 provided a penalty for using a jute warehouse without a license 
after the 81st July next. 

Mr Wyman said this section provided a penalty on. the occupier.of a jute 
warvhouse for using it us such after the 3lst July. {t might often happe, in 
the case of short loves, that the owner of the building might positively refurse to 
make the alterations required under the Act. The tenant, on the other hand; 
would have no power to do so without the owner’s consent ; or the owner might say 
that it was cloarly no business of his, and the tenant might thas bo saddled with an 
‘nprofitable lease for the remainder of his tenure. Ht appeared to Mx. Wyzoan that 
the tenant should be protected either by the law compelling: the-owaer te render 
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the building fit for.#” jute warehouse under the Act, or permitting the tenant, 
on the refusal of the owner to do so, to cancel the lease.. This section 
introduced'a most stringent, provision ing which the tenant had no know- 
ledge when he took the premises. Mr. Wyman would therefore move the substi- 
tution of the word “owner” for “ person” in line 1, and the insertien after the word 
« yge” in ling 3 of the words ‘‘.or.permits to be used,” the effect of which would 
pe to throw upon‘ the owner of the promises the responsibility of bringing the 
premises into a fit state for use as a jute warehouse. ‘Ie did not think that such 
a provision would be hard, because the premises would be thereby improved, 
ang, would always be lettable for the purpose, Ifthe Council accepted this 
amendment, section 2 would also require amendment. 

‘H1s..Honor THe Prestpenr said it seemed to him utterly impossible to 
exempt the occupier altogether from liability under this section, He thought 
both the owner and occupier might be held responsible for using an unlicensed 
warehouse. He would suggest that the hon’ble member should cunfine himself 
to his second amendment, which would have the effect of making both the 
owner and occupior liable under the section. But if this amendment wero 
carried, a fresh clause would bo necessary to regulate the position of owners and 
occupiers, and absolving the occupicr from loss in case the owner neglected to 
confirm to the conditions of the Act. 

Mx. Dampier said he thought the proposed amendment would open a door 
to all sorts of difficulties. A proprietor who had let his premises without any 
stipulation that they were to be used as a jute warehouse or for any other 
particular purpose, would have no authority to. interfre with his tonant unless 
a specific sottion were introduced in tho law, giving him authority to do so. 

Ma. Rosinsoy said, he thought the insortion of the words proposed would 
make the law operate harshly upon the landlord, for how was ho to prevent 
the oncupier from using the premises asa jute warehouse? He could not go 
beyond the terms of his lease, and he would have no powor whatover over his 
tenant during the currency of the leaso, and could not interfere in any way 
with the tenant’s action. 

Mr. Wyman said it would be optional with the owner to effect these 
improvements, but they would munifestly effect a great improvement in tho 
owner's property; while on the other hand they would be impossible conditions 
for the tenant to fulfil, and if the owner did not effect the necessary improvo- 
ments, the tenant’s business would be shut up. Ifthe owner did not comply 
with the provisions of the Act, and render the premises effective against fire, the 
tenant’s lease ought to be cancelled, as the law said that he must not carry on 
his business except under certain conditions. 

Mr. Bennanv said that tho hon’ble mover of the amendment considered 
that the provisions of this Bill would operate with hardship on the occupiers of 
exiting jute warehouses, and he proposed to transfer to owners the duty of 
fulfilling the requiroments of the law. But such a provision might press very 
hardly upon owners. Suppose tho premises in which 100 or 200 drums of jute 
were stored was worth Rs. 500: the owner would probably have to convert the 
godown into a brick-house, with an iron or masonry roof and iron beams, for the 
dustices would have power undcr the Bill to impose on existing warehouses all 
the conditions which wore applicable to new warehousos; and fh » might have to 
expend thousands of rupees on such a work, even though the occupier’s tenancy 
might have but two years to run. He considered it would never do to throw 
on the owners of ‘small warchouses of that kind the obligation of putting them 
into’a fit condition for, the storage of jute. 

_ He Honés THe-Preswent thought the hon’ble member should bring on 
this motion 2s seperate provision after having given duc notice thereof. 
.. Mz, Wyman then by leave withdrew his motion, and intimated his intention 
to ‘the suggestion of thé President. 
Section was. then agreed to; and so also was section 12. 
Section 13 was to. x 
_ Bevtion 14 provided a penalty: for introducing in a jute warehouse fre or 
andtches “ én a-manner which ts not-authorizod by the conditions of the license 
granted for such place.” 
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‘ Mr. Wywan moved the omission of the words. printed in italics: He 
thought that that provision ‘overlooked the provision in section 7, which pre- 
seribed that no artificial light or lucifer matches should be introduced in's jute 
warchouse, and that no geregn should smoke therein 3 -but. the ‘section, under’ 
consjderation permitted them to do so in a particular manner. te thought it. 
vory undesirable that it should be Vedohrien ee all, and it ought’ to be dis 
tinctly, understood that no one should be allowed’ to smoke or introfuce lucifer 
matches in a juto warehouse. 


Mr. Bernarp observed that the Council had already provided for the intro- 
duction’ of firo by the clause which related to engines and furnaces, for by 
the interpretation clause “‘ warehouse” included the land or yard belonging to 
it; and it would not do to provide by the present section that no fire should be 
introduced in u jute warehouse, 

Tur Apyocate-Generat. said there did seem to him to be some objection to 

_ the section as it stood. He thought the objection would be met by the omission 
of the words suggested by the hon'ble member, and the introduction of thé 
words ‘in contravention of his license” at the beginning of the section, after 
the word “ whoever.” 

Mr. Wyman's and the Advocate-Gencral’s amendments were then agreed to. 

Section 14 was agreed to. 

Soction 16 authorized “ the Justices” to frame byc-laws for certain purposes. 











Mr. Wyman’ said this, section gave the Justices, or as the Act might be 
interpreted, the Chairman of the Justices, power to fraine byp-laws, "He thought 
that it was by an oversight that tho power given under this section was not 
restricted to the Justices af @ meeting. For the same reasons which he, had 
urged at tho last meeting of the Council, he thought it was desirable, in matters 
concerning public rights and interests, that this power should be conferred on’ 
the body of Justices and not on the Chairman. As the section stood, it would 
be quite possible for the Chairman to frame byelawe on his own will and 
responsibility. He would therefore moye the insertion of the words “at a 
special meeting” after the word ‘ Justices.” . 


Mr. Scuatcn said section 218 of Act VI of 1863 enacted that it should be 
lawful for the “ Justices” from time to time to make bye-laws, and a subsequent 
section provided that such bye-laws should not have any foree or effect until they, 
were approved by the Licutcnant-Governor. Mr. Schalch did not see why we 
should make a distinction as regards bye-laws framed under this Bill. He thought 
the vision in the Bill was sufficient, for although the Chairman was autho- 
rized to oxcrcise all the powers of the Justices not directed to be exercised by the 
Justices uf w meeting, it was competent to the Justices by resolution to direct tha, 
in matters of this kind the Chairman should not exercise their powers. Practi- 
cally there had been no bye-laws which were not made by the Justices at, a 
inceting. 


His Honor the Prestpent said that he understood the Council at the last 
meeting had thought fit to restrict many of the powers conferred by the Bill to 
the Justices at a special meeting. It did therefore soem inconsistent, if we 
required the Justices at a meeting to lay down a scale of fees, to allow the most 
important power of framing bye-laws to be oxercised otherwise than at a 
meeting. Ras 

Mr. Wyman said ho could not admit the force of the drgument that because 
the previous enactment did not provide that the power of making byo-laws 
should be exercised only by the Justices ata meeting, we should not make a 
distinction in that respect in this Bill. He thought that such a distinction 
should be made as rogards the important power of framing byelawa. The 
Council had affirmed the principle of restricting certain other ‘powers under 
this Bill to the Justices at a meeting, and he submitted that'there was every 
reason that the same amendment should be made in this section in accordance 
swith thot principle. 
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_ The question being put, the Council divided :— 


Arns—6, Noms. 
My Wyman. Mr, Colvin. 
Moulvy Abdool Luteo. Baboo Digumber Mitter. 
‘Mr. Bernard. Hajah Jottondeo Mobuu Tagore. 
» Dampio Mr. Robinson 
‘The Advocate-Goneral. wy Sehaleh, 
_, Whe President. | Bayley. 
The numbers being equal, tho President gavo his casting vote with the 


ayes. 
” The motion was therofore carried. 

Mr. Wyman then moved that paragraph (1), which was as follows, be left out : 
‘giving of gratuitios to porsons who have given notice of fives.” le was aware 
that that clause was in the English Act, when it was at one time considered desira- 
bloto give gratuities to persons who might afford early intimation of the occur- 
rence of fires, but he understood that that provision was now felt to be unneces- 
sary. He belived that the provision was introduced for affording assistance 
to insurance companies, who wero largely interested in the prevention of fires. 
‘There was therofore vory good reason for the introduction of such a provision 
in England; but a like state of things did not apply to Culcutta. The 
fire-brigade here would be under tho suporintendenco of the municipality, 
who had no personal interest. He would direct the attention of the Council 
to a.case which occurred not many weeks ago in which a man was convictod 
of having set fire to buildings with the viow of obtaining a rowurd for giving 
early intimation of the occurrence of the fire, and it was ascertained that 
tho’ man had earned a large income in this way. It was quite possible 
therefore, if a gratuity was given for early intimation of fires, that low classes 
of men, such as coolics and the like, would set fire to houses with the view of 
obtaining a reward. Some years ago, when the city was filled with thatched 
villages, it was almost a constant occurrence for fires to take place, and it was 
believed that the gharamees sot the houses on fire in ordor to be employed in 
rebuilding them. Tho omission of this provision would avoid tho induce- 
ment to evil disposed persons; and as Mr. Wyman could not sve any nee 
for giving gratuities, and the provision might have some such undes 
result, as that which he had referred to, he would wish to avoid the possi 
of its having any sych result. Any rightly disposed person would give notice 
of the occurrence of a fire without expecting a reward, and tho omission of an 
provision of the kind would have the effect of making the police feel that it 
was incumbent upon thom to keep a constant watch over the town, and that 
they would thomselves bo held responsible for giving early intimation. of fires. 

Mr. Scuatcu pointed out that the next amendment, of which the hon’ble 
member had himself given notice, would admit of rewards being given for 
early notice of the occurrence of fires. It was besides in the power of the 
Commissioner of Police to give rewards when he thought it proper to do so. 
Mr.‘Schalch thought it very desirable that whon a man gave carly notice of 
the occurrence of a fire he ought to get some reward. 

Maz,.Wymaw said that with regard to the amendment which ho proposed 
to move in paragraph (2), ho might observo thut that paragraph gave power to 
confer rewards in exceptional cases. His objection wus to the giving of gratuities 




















for simply giving notieg of fires. 
The Council then divided :— 
Aras 4 Noxs 8. 
‘Mz. Wymen. Rajah Jotecndro Mohun Tagore. 
Baboo Digumber Mister. Mr. Colv’ a 
Mr. Bomard. » Robinson. 
» Dampier, Moulvy Abdool Lutoef. 
Mr. Hayley, 
» Schaleh. 
| Tho Advoeate- General. 
‘The Prosident. 
The motion was therefore negatived. 


Me. Wraux said the object of his amondment in paragraph (2) was two- 
fol. "This clause appeared to him to provide for the awarding of gratuities in 
B 
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exceptional cases—a power to give gratuities hot simply to those giving timely 
notice of fires, but to other persons deserving of reward. He would illustrate 
his meaning by an oceurrence which had taken placo not long agq in England, 
when it happened that a fireman lost his life, and another person, who was not an 
officer of the fire-brigade, ‘was seriously injured; he acted in a ‘most courageous 
manner, and the result was that he dicd from the effects of the injuries he had 
received: tho papers were full of his courage and. bravery in risking hig lifo 
when he himself was not a member of the fire-brigade. The fireman’s widow 
and children were provided for; but for the family of the other man, who lost 
his life under those distressing circumstances, no provision of the kind was made, 
and his widow and children were left to be provided for by public subscription. 
The result was that a small amount was subscribed amongst the class to whom 
the man belonged (the poorer class), but u quite insufficient amount, showing 
the necessity of some Iegal provision for such eases. ‘There was no question 
of the relative bravery of the two men—tho man not in the brigade was 
said to have execeded'the fireman in courage and bravery; yet the provision 
for one man’s family was secure, whilst the other was left. to public charity. 
It. might happen that a similar case might occur in Caleutta, and if it did, 
this provision of the Bill would not allow of any assistance being given in such 
a desirablo: easy. 

Tho amendment was then agreed to, and the section as amended was 
passed. ‘ 7 

Section 17 prescribed the powors of the fire-brigade in cases of fire. 


Mr. Wyman moved the addition to the section of the following words :— 



































©The Chief Officer on the xpot in charge of the brigade may verbally nominate and depute one or 
more officers of the brigude to act at a distance, and such officer or officers shall have, for the time 
being, the like powers as the Chief Offiver himself possesses under this section.” 


He said he did not know whether the practical effect of the amendment 
would make much difference, but he believed that literally it would make a great 
difference. Under the section as it stood, the only person who could exercise the 
powers conferred on the brigade was the Chief Officer on the spot. Mr. Wyman 
would leave the learned Advocate-General to say whother he (Mr. Wyman) was 
correct in saying that nobody but the Chief Officer on the spot could exercise those 
provisions. If Mr. Wyman was right in his construction, then ho thought that 
the Chief Officer should have authority to delegate his powers to some other 
officer of the brigade whom ho might direct to act at a distance. A fire -might 
extend over a distance of half a mile; the Chief Officer would probably be at the 
centro, but there might be urgent necessity to put down tho fire at a place half a 
mile off, and Mr. Wyman thought that under such circumstances the Chief Officer 
ought to have power to delegate his authority to another officor of the brigade, 
It might frequontly happen that in cases of large fires, unless this power was 


von, the conflagration would extend with frightful rapidity. Unless the 
fenrnad Advocate-General was of opinion that such a power could be exercised 
under the section as it stood, Mr. Wyman thought the words which he proposed 
should be added to the section, 

Tue Avvocate-GEnzrat said that the section did certainly seem to limit 
tho exercise of the powers conferred under it to the Chief or other officer on the 
spot ; but whethor it was desirable to give those powerscto other officers depnted. 
by the Chief Officer was a question for the consideration of the Couneil. the 
section stood, the only person who could give orders was the Ohief or other 
officer on the spot. 

Mr, Rosson said, ho thought the amendment unnecessary, as the words of 
the section were very general, und gave power to the Chief Officer by himself or 
his men to break into or through, or pull down any promises, &c. 6275 

Mr. Wraan said, he presumed that the Chief Officer would not know what 
was occurring at one end of the fire, and things that were necessary to be ‘done 
and which he would do if he wore aware of the circumstances, would ‘perhaps 
remain undone, as 4 junior officer would probably not like to take the Pesponsi- 
bility of acting’on his own authority. via 
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Mouth Aspoot Lurser said, he considered that the powers already pro- 
posed to-be given to the chiof officer regarding the pulling down of houses wero 
very serious, and he therefore thought that it was not furthor desirable to 
allow the chief officer to dolegate such powers to a person who held a posi- 
tion inferior to his own. 

The amendment was then carried after the following division, and the 
section ag amended was agreed to :— 






Arus—7. Nows—5. 
| Mr. Cotvin. 
Rajah Joteondro Mohun Tagoro. Baboo Dignmber Miter. 
Mr. Wyman. Mr. Robinson. 
» Schaloh. Moulvy Abdool Lutecf. 
© Bayley. Mr. Bernard. 








» Dampi 
Tho Advocate-Gcinoral. 
‘Tho Prosidont. 

Section 18 related to inqnirics into the origin of fires. 

Mr. Wyan said the process provided by this section appoared to him to 
be very circumlocutory. ke required, first, that the Chief Officer should ascor- 
tain the facts, then that he should make a report to the Justices, then that he 
should summon witnesses, and if he were not able to procure their attendance, 
then he was to apply to the Magistrate for assistance to enable him to do so. 
Tt seemed tp him that instead of all this roundabout, way of "going to work, 
the proper officer to conduct the inquiry was the Coroner, who hitd the power of 
doing all theso things which it was ‘proposed should be donc by the Chief 
Officer; and by his knowledge and experience the Coroner was probably a fittor 
officer for the conduct of such inquiries than the Chief Officer, who’ after all 
would have to go to tho Magistrate for assistance in procuring the attendance 
of witnesses. Mr. Wyman thought therefore that the employment of the 
Coroner for the investigation of such inquiries would be an advantage to the 
public, especially as he would havo the assistance of a jury. Mr. Wyman 
would therofore move that all the words after tho words “report thereon to 
tho” in line 6 be omitted, and that the words “‘ Coroner, who shall it his discre- 
tion hold an inquest into the cause of such fire,” be substituted for them, 

Mr, Bervarp said he thought that tho Chicf Officer of the Fircebrigade was 
the proper person to conduct. the investigation into such inquiries. If the 
duty were mado over to the Coroner, who was also a Magistrate, the Council 
would have to consider whether the enquiry should bo made with the aid of 
a juty, or how. Such inquiries wore not in the naturo of judicial investiga- 
tions; they woro mercly to be undertaken with the object of making a report to 
the Justices. Ho thought that theso investigations would be bottor, more 
quickly, and more satisfuctorily conducted if they were left to the Chief Officer 
of the Fire-brigade. 2 

‘His Honor THz Prrsment said, he had not had time to give so much atten- 
tipn to all the amendments on the paper as he would have wished, but he 
thought it very desirablo that these Jnquinies should be mado by a responsible 
public officer ; his apprehension was that the inquiry should bo of a judicial 
character, and should be made by a judicial officer, and he thought the magis- 
trate might make the inquiry. 

Tae Apvocare-Genzrat said in England there was an obsolete jurisdiction 
in the Coroner in suck cages, but ho believed it had been very seldom exercised. 
The functions, powers, and duties of Coroners in En; land were defined by 
the Act of 33 Geo. III, c. 187; but tho operation of that statute in India had 
been repealed by the Coroner's Act of 1871, and he had now no such jurie- 
diction here; that he had it previously, was even doubtful. By tho Coroner's 
Act of 1871 his functions and duties were defined, and theso inquests into 
the. origin of fires was no part of his duty; he had simply to hold inquests 
upon. deaths. The Advocate-General thought, moreover, that there was no good 
found for investing the Coroner with these powers now ; but it seemed to 
aE ey ale to have an inqui as a istrato, who was a eepan 

judicial officer. requiring the Coroner to hold these investigations, hi 
datigs would as £ and. hig salary would have to be increased 





ail 


be greatly increase 
ly. 
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Mr. Bayzey said, there appeared to him to be another dificalty in the 
way of appointing tho Coroner to make these inquiries, ‘The Coroner and 
hissjmry would only have jurisdiction in Caleutta; the Chief Officor of the 
Firc-brigade, on the other hand, would excreise jurisdiction in tho suburbs as well: 
as in Caleutta. If an inquiry was to be held in the suburbs, it must be held 
either by the magistrate dr the Chief Officor of the Fire-brigade, 

After some farther conversation, Mr. Wyman’s motion was, put and 
negatived. ¥ ° 

On the motion of the Presrprnr the words “magistrate of police of the 
town or division of the town in which such fire shall have occurred, and the 
said magistrate shall have power to summon witnesses and take evidence in 
order to the duc ascertainment of such facts,” were substituted for the words 
proposed to be omitted; and the section as amended was agreed to. 

Section 20 empowered the “ Commissioner of Police” to grant licenses for 
the sale or manufacture of fire-works. 


Mr. Wvaax moved the substitution of the word “Justices” for “Com- 
missioner of Police.” Ho said, his object in proposing this amendment was 
because he thought it was the duty of the police to control the letting-off of 
firo-works in the town, und not to’ grant licenses for their sale or manufacture. 

that this power should be cacreised by the Justices, and not by 
: ting,” because it. was not Lecessary for the Justices at 
a mecting to grant thesd dicenses. It might be urged that the Commissioner of 
Police and the Chairman of the Justices wore one and the same porson ; but 
that might not always be the case, and he therefore thought the amendment 
he proposed should hy made. 

Ths Honor the Preswenr said, that it appeared to him that these wero 
executive functions, which ought properly to be exercised by the Commissioner 
of Police, whether the Commissioner of Police and the Chairman of the Justices 
were one oflicer or not ; and the section was designedly drawn with that view. 

"Lhe motion was then negatived, and the section passed as it stood: 

Sections 21 and 22 were agreed to. 

Section 23 gave the Commissioner of Police power to withdraw licenses 
granted by him under the Act. 

Mr. Wyman moved the substitution of the words “Jus 
at a special mecti tor the words ‘Commissioner of Police.” , said, he 
proposed this umendment on the ground that the Commissioner of Police should 
not have the power to suspend any license. He thought that even if the power 
of granting u livense was vested in the Commissioner of Police, the power of 
withdrawing it should be vested in the Justices at 2 mecting. The Council 
had affirmed the principle that the granting of these licenses should be in the 
hands of the Commissioner of Police, and it might be urged that there was 
no reason why tho power to withdraw them should not be vested in the same 
officer. But Mr, Wyman thought that there wasa great difference betweon the 

wor to grunta license and the power to withdraw it. He thought that when a 
Torneo ‘saa onea; prunted;, ike powor, to withdrawal sliould ‘bo vested, fee 
competent body, and not in the person who granted it. The arbitrary exorciso 
of auch 2 power might result in serious injustice to an individgral, and therefore 
he thought we could not surround the power of withdrawal with too many 
safoguards. ° 

Mx, Barney said, that ho could not conceive any worse body to try theso 
petty cases than the Justices in special meeting. Ho would always have these 
cases oxoreised by an cxecutivo officer of high standing, Hke the Com. 
missioner of Police. He thought that in the early parts of the Bill the 
Council had gone a great deal too fur in insisting on the Justices at a meeting 
deviding all theso points of executive detail. ‘ 

Tur Apvocars-GenenaL said that ho thought the withdrawal of a Hoense 
of this kind was entirely an cxecutive matter; the granting of these. Hieensos 
‘was entrusted to the Commissioner of Police, and therefore the power of with- 
firawing them ought to be entrusted to the same authority. : 

Tho motion was then negatived, and the section was passed as it stood: 

Sections 24 and 25 were agreed to. 
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Section @6 provided that Insurance Companies should contribute, towards 
the expenies of the Fire-brigade, a sum at the rate of half a rupee for every 
© thousand” rupecs of the gross amount insuréd by it in respect of property 
insured from fire. 

Mr. Bernixp explained that the rate paid in London was £235 for every 
million sterling of property insured. As the premia paid in Caloutta was at 
a somewhat higher rate than tho premia paid in London, it was considered 
‘that a fair xatc to be paid here by Insurance Companies would be £0 in every 
million sterling, which would come exactly to half a rupee in every “ten 
thousand” rapecs. Mn. Bernanp would therefore move the insertion of the 
word “ ten” before the word “ thousand.” 

The motion was agreed to, and the section as amended was passed. 

Sections 27, 28, and 29 were agreed to. 

Scction 80 empowered the Lieutenant-Goyernor, on the recommendation 
of tho “ Justices,” to declare the warchousing of any other substance to be subject 
to the provisions of this Act. 

On the motion of Mr. Wyman, the words “passed by resolution” were 
inserted after the word “ Justices,” so as to make the recommendation of the 
Justices an act of the Justices ta meeting. 

On the motion of Mr. Couvin, the following section was introduced atter 
section 30 and the latter part of the first. paragraph of section 15 requiring 
tho Justices to make anamnmal report of the manner in whieh the ions of 
Parts HI and {V of the Act had been ied out, was omitted : 

The Justices and Municipal Connnixsioners respeetively shall make a report to the Lieutenant- 
Governor as svon as conveniently may be after the Blst July next, showing how the provisions of this 
Act have been carried onl, and specifying the jute warehouses in respect of which licenses have been 
granted: aud such report shall be forthwith published in the Cideulte Ge fe. And thereafter tho 
Justices and Municipal Commissioners shall make a like report once a year ab such time as the 
Lieutenont-Governor shall direct.” 

Scetion BL related fo the power of arrest. 

Mr. Wyman said, this section provided for the arrest of 2 persen whose 
name and'address were unknown. But he thought provision should also be 
made for the arrest of a person whose naane and address were known, but who 
the arresting off might I reason to believe was about to place himsel! 
beyond the jurisdiction of the Magistrate. It appeared to him very undesirable 
that dishonest persons who committed serious offences should Te allowed an 
opportunity of placing themselves beyond the jurisdiction, and thus escape 
punishment for their oifenee 

Tne Apyocate-GrnenaL sa 
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id, surely the Inw upon this point was strong 
enough us it was. If the addvess of a person who had committed an offence 
was unknown, he would be taken into custody ; but if it was known, why 
not allow the Jaw to take its course in respect to offences under this Act as in all 
other casey? On the other hand, by the amendment proposed, you would leave it 
to the police officer to say that it was probable that the offender would abscond. In 
nine cuses out of ten the lisa eitese would say that the offender's appearance 
on process was improbable. The Advecate-General did not see any reason 
why an exception should be made us to offences committed under this Act. 

The motion was then negatived. 

Mr. Wyman alse moved the addition to the section of the words “ provided 
that the arresting officer shall be a sworn constable.” 

After somes conyertition this amendment was also ne; 
section was passed us it stood. 

Scctions 82 and 83 were agreed to. 

Ma. Wray moved the introduction of the following new section after 
section 33 :— . 

“Tt shall be lawful for the Licutenant-Governor of Rengal to appoint a court or courts in 
which Jbutices of the Pence for Calcutta may cit and determine in a summary manuer cases ynder 
the several Municipal Acta referred to im this Act and under this Act itself which may be 
determined by a Justice of the Peace.” 

He suid it appeared to him that a section of this kind was necessitated by 
the form in which the interpretution of the word “ Magistrate” now stood in 


























atived, and the 


140 SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, FEBRUARY 7, 1872. 














the Bill, By section 2 “Magistrate” included a justico of fhe penco for 
Caleutta, and any person exercising all or any of the powers of 2 magistrate. 
By Act IV of 1866, section 22,ethe Lieutenant-Governor had power to define 
the number and extent of police districts, und ostablish a police court in and 
for cach of such districts. It also empowered the Licutenait-Governor to 
ippoint a sufficient number of {it persons as magistrates of police for the town, 
who might sit and act as magistrates in any of the polico courts. But if 
the present Bill was passed without some such provision as that which he had 
suggested, the justices who had power to as magistrates under this Bill 
would not he compelled to sit in any court at all: they might sit in their own 
Aouses, and exercise their powers under this Act. But, apart from what yas 
yas regards former Acts, the Council had to consider whether the 
: authority to sit in a court authorized by the Government. 
5 s correct in his interpretation of the lay, he would press the 
aumoudment of which he had given notice. 

Ths Honor rig Presipent observed that the amendment proposed would 
affect the whole jurisdiction of the justices of the ( », and its operation would. 
not be confined to cases tried by them under this Bill, 

Mr. Scuancn sid, when justices of the peace were first appointed under 
Act VI of 18 supposed that a justice could in the course of his morning 
walk exercise diction and summarily convict any person whom he might 
find committing au Glkence. Mr. Schalch was not quite sure whgther a regular 

understood 















































reference was made on the subject, but he believed that i came to I 
that a justice of the peace could not do so unless he was acting judicially, and 





that he could not act judicially unless he was sitting ina regularly constituted 
court. Te believed that the justices who had exercised judicial powers always 
sat in the police court. 

Mi. Wyaan said that he had not supposed for a moment that the general 
interpretation would be other than what had been stated, that a Justice of the 
Peace was only a Justice when he was sitting judicially in the police court. 
It seemed to be supposed that I hat had been the general interpretation, 
the matter should ‘be left to be decided by the good sense that hind hitherto 
provailed ; but it. seemed to him that that was not the way in which a law 
should be framed: on that principle he thought a great many laws might be 
done away with. As he could not accede to sucha doctrmo, he thought 
that some such amendment as that which he had proposed was necessary. 

fis Toxon tim Prestenr said that it seemed very clear to him that tho 
hon‘ble member's object wax to amend the law on the subject of the jurisdic. 
ticn of Justices of ‘the Pe in all matters. lis Tlonor thought that that 
was not a matter that was specially comected with this Bill, and that if the 
hon’ble member wished to raise the question, he should do so by the introduc- 
tion of a distinct and separate measure. 

The motion was then by leave withdrawn; but Mr. Wyman stated that 
he considered the matter of such importance that he should ayail himself here- 
of His Llonor the President’s permission to introduce a Bill to amend the 
ing law. 

Scetion 34 and the postponed section 2 were then agrasd to. 

The postponed section 8 was passed after verbal amendments. 

‘The postponed section 1 and the preamble and titts wero agreed to. 

On the motion of Moutvy Annoot Lurexr the words ‘or the Municipal 
Commiissioners at a mecting respectively” were inserted after the word “ Com- 
missioners? in line 9 of section 10, by which section the Municipal Commis- 
sioners of the Suburbs and of Howrah were invested with tho same powers asthe 
Justices under the Act. 

Tits Howor the Prustpent said that as the Council had now gone through 
all the clauses of the Bill, he Shona it was desirable that the Bill should 
reprinted, and that the Council should have another opportunity of considering 
tho Bill as a wholo. 

Tho Council was then adjourned to Saturday, the 10th instant. 
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Baronee Fair. 


_ No. 17, dated Daca, the 21th January 1872. 
From—F. B. Simson, Esq., Commissioner of the Dagea Division, 
To—The Scerctary to the Government of Bengal, General Department. 

I narx the honor to submit herewith, in original, a letter, No 140, dated 16th instant, 
from the hiagistrate of Dacca, with its enclosure, being a report on’ the Moonsheegunge 
Baronee fair, held nbout the close of 1871, from the Deputy Magistrate of Moonsheezunge 

2, Great sickness was predieted, and though it prevailed generally in the district, and 
several caves of cholera existed in Dacea, the fair seems to have been healthier than ‘even 
in towns and villages. This is of course owing to conservancy rules, which have been strietly 
carried out for three years. From what 1 sce of their eificacy, I think that bad villages 
should be placed under conservancy rules, by legal cuactment, one or two at atime; possibly 
before long, like the Barouce fair, instead of being remarkable for intense sickness they 
might become us uoted for freedom from disease. 


























ca, the 16th January 187) 
ing Magistrate of Dacca. 


No. 140, dated D; 
From—D. R. Lyaur, Esg., Ollici 
To—The Commissioner of Dacea. 

Ineo to forward herewith copy of a report reecived from the deputy magistrate of 
Moonsheeguuge reyarding the Baronce fair of this year. * s 

2. Lanticipated avery considerable amount of sicknets’ this ycur, as cholera was 
prevalent to a considerable extent here in the town, and toa smaller extent’ at Naraingunge 
before the fair began. For this reason chicly T thought it better to send the joint- 
magistrate to the lair at the commencement of the real concourse of the people (those 
bofore the beginning of Decemiyer being chicily bathers, who resided but a day or two), in 
order to seenre more perfect conservancy arraigements than the deputy magistrate could 
manage with his time divided between his own work and the fair, I visited the fair some 
days after Mr. Rampini took charge, and found everything in perfect order, and I have to 
thank Mr. Rampini for the trouble le took iu the matter 

B. ‘The result has heen most. satisfactory, as there has not been a single death from 
sickness (n constable dicd of over drinking, but that had nothing to do with the fair). 

4, ‘The length of street remarked ‘on in. the deputy magistrate’s paragraph 3 was, T 
consider, a great gain in a sanitary point of view, as the people were more scattered, and the 
strect being in a single line both frout and buck could be properly lookeil after. 
the backs of two lines of strect are together that it is difficult to cnsw i 

5. ‘The point alluded to in the 12th paragraph of the deputy mag 
which T consider is impossible, as things are at present, to carry out, aud I therefore issued 
no instruction, 

6 Baboo Krishen Chunder Rai has exercised proper supervision over the 
was in charge, and has shown considerable energy. Ie deserves my best thank 

7. Prag Dutt, sub-inspector, was in charge of the police, and us usital hus done good 
service. In fuct, the fair was at one time for some days entirely in his charge, while the 
deputy magistrate was out on an investigation I dirceted him to make. Me fully under- 
stands and carries out the orders giveu him, and without any unnecessary bother to the 
people, 

8. “Paragraph 10 of the deputy magistrato’s letter is satisfactory, us showing that the 
people are beginning to see sanitation rules are not made solely to annoy them, as they 
apptured to think at first. 

9. Tam unable to submit the accounts with this report, as they ure not yet complete, 
several rhedical items. being yet not received. ‘key will be submitted in due course. 
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No. 13, glated Moonshecyunge, the 16th January 1872. 
From—Banoo Kussua Cuanpra Rat, Deputy Magistrate of Moonsheegunge. 
‘To—the Magistrate of Dacca. 

Taave the honor to submit the following report on the Nartil Baronee fair held on the 
chur below Rikavi bazar, close to the head-quarters of the Moonshecgunge spb-division, 
during the months of November and December 1871 and January 1872. 

2, ‘The fair commenced as usual with the bathing festival, which took place on the 26th 
Novethber, corresponding with 11th Aghran 1278, i.c., on tho last day of the modns age 
(purnfmé or fullmoon), which was the day on which the Hindu festival “ Rash” takes place. 
‘The number of bathers was estimated at about 1,800 to 1,400 persons, mostly women from 
the districts of Backergungo, Tipperah, and Sylhet; the bathers were comparatively very few 
from Bickrampore end other parts of Dacca. On a reference to the last year’s report, I find 
the number of bathers was about 1,500 in 1870, and about 2,000 in 1869, The small 
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gathering of bathers this year was probably owing to the collection of boats for the Lushai 
expedition which took place in October Jast, and’ which cansed an unfavoralile report to be 
spreatl out, specially amongst the bathers, who were, as stated above, chiefly Hindu women. 

3. ‘Three or four days before the 24th November afew wood merchants came in and 
made their small hnts on the cast of the kal between Moonsheegunge and the chur below 
Rieabi bazar and Mukhtarporc j they placed ordinary boat timbers and materials which they 
brought for sale on both the east and west sides of the khal. ‘The first arrivals of the éhop- 
keepers were ou Saturday, the 23rd November. When you visited the fair site, in company 
with the civil surgeon, on the 24th Noveubcer, all the principal shopkeepers were presgnt 
before you, and the site was sclected by you with their consent ; but shortly after you left the 
place, there was a difference between the cloth merchants and the bauias, probably caused by 
the ageuts of the several sharcholiers of the chur, who were willing to have the main part of 
the fair on the sites of their respective employers. In consequence of this difference and a 
high competition ainongst the zemiudurs of the ehur, the site of the fair extended, as you 
have subsequently seen, in one straight line from Kamala git to the mouth of the Modu- 
sheegunge khil, a-distance of ahout two miles if not more. The shops were built along the 
north and south sides of the chur, keeping a broad strect of about fifty fect in the middle. 
In all the principal arrangements the fair was exactly ay in the two previous years ; the ouly 
deviation from last year’s arrangement, was on this point, ie, it was rather more lengthy 
this your than it was in 1869 and 1870. 

4. From the 24th to the 80th Noventber most of the merehanty and shopkeepers camo 
in aud built their shops and commenced bringing gooils, but the fair was not fully crowded 
with sellers and purchasers till the middle part of December. ‘The paikars, i.¢., the principal 
purchasers, did not’come till the enil of the second week and beginning of the third weck of 
December. ‘Phis was owing "te the Lushai expedition, which frightened the people of the 
neighbouring districts lest their boats be sent to Cachar. From the 15th Deecmber up to 
the end of the month the fair was full and business carried on very busily. 

5. Twas in charge of the fair from the commencement to the 2nd December, and from 

the Lith Decciuber dil it closed. The joint-magistrate came here 
on the 2nd and was ine th December, when he left the 
place and went to the sudder station, A large stall of polie 
noted in the margin, was deputed by you, ‘The district sujic 
dent visited the fair twice, and on both occasions his stay here’ was for short intervals. Dr, 
Wise came once with you on the 24th November, and once on the 80th December ; on both 
ions as far as Tcould learn, he found no reason to complain —at least he expressed uo 
unfavorable opinion in respect of the conservancy arrangements, 

6. The police force under sub-inspectors Prag Dutta and Guru Das Datla behaved in 
general well. L heard no complaint against any ; only in one intance a shopkeeper complained 
against one éf the constables placed in the outpost on the n limit of the 1 mate 
inquiries personally, and found that the constable was minecessarily over strict with some 
shopkeepers, perhaps with uo houcst intention, 1 immediately placed him under sub- 
inspector Prag Dutta and ordered another constable to be sent to the outpost. 

7._ The printed rules sent with your letter No, 2107, dated Gth November, were strietly 
adhered to, ‘Their purports were male known to all by beat of drums. Cleanliness was. 
preserved to the utmost possible exteut. Nineteen mehters were employed in keeping the 
trenches and generally the fair site clean. With reference to rule Gth, the sweepers were made 
to work both in the morning and evening. Vernacular copies of the paper A were posted 
in several conspicuous parts of the fair. 

8. During the time the fair was under my charge, there were cizht cases of nuisance, 
am which 87 persons were fined in small sums of one anna, two aunas, and four annas; the 
fines amounted in all to Rs. 6-13. ‘There was also one ease of thelt. A pirhan (shirt) 
was stolen from a shop. ‘The offender was found with it three days after the occurrence, 
and on his confession, and on the cvideuce of two witnesses, who identified the stolen shirt, 
was sentenced to a whipping. a ; 

9. The number of shops was 983; number of boats 2,493; number of people, including 
visitors, about 70,000 to 75,000; the merchancliso sold was aboutRs. 19,14,679. A detuiled 
list of the priucipal articles sold, with their value, is sent herewith: List marked A. 

10. It is sutisfactory to he able to state that almost all the shopkeepers and zemindars? 
agents now fully appreciate the henefit which resulted from the strict observance of the 
convervaucy rules, I talked with all the priueipal shopkeepers and zcmindars’ gomastae, 
and they frankly confessed to me that they get a healthy fair now simply because there are 
strict conscrvancy rules. ‘Chey are fully convinced that those rules alone preveuted any 
outbreak of disease. 

ld. A general belief prevailed amongst many that the fair this year will be very thinly 
attended to, and that it will last only a fow days. ‘This was owing to an apprehension on 
account ofa demand for boats and men for the Lushai expedition, No doubt it had interfered 
a little with the fair, but not to the extent reported out, ~I found only that the paikars 
aud purchasers came late; but to makeup for this, the fair lasted longer than usual. It 
lasted from the 24th November to the 10th January, i.¢., more than one month anda half, 
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12. In, one point I was not a strict observor of the rules laid down by Dr. Smith, ic., 
his recommendation that no prostitute should be allowed to come to the fair except provided 
with clean bills of health. My predecessor, Mr. Page, did not observe this last year, nor 
did I get any special instruction from you this year. ‘The question was one of a delidate 
nature, and I gould not find any practicable sugzestion to submit to you beforchand. There 
wero 88 prostitutes in the fair; they came from all the neighbouring village markets and 
some from Dacca. . 

13. The arrangement adopted lust year for removing the nuisance occasioned by 
of floating weed on the river-bank was also followed this ycar with great sucves: 

"14. The amount of sickness this year was even comparatively "less than what has 
Deon last year. No casos of fever came to my notice. ‘There were only two admissions into 
the hospital ; one during the time when the joint-magistrate was in charge, It was a case of 
diarrhoea, and the man remained under treatment for four days. He was cured and discharged 
on tho 9th December. The sccond was a case of cholera. A woman aged about 35 years 
was.attacked with cholera on the 25th December. She was immediately seut to the h 
She remained under treatment for eight days and fully recovered, und was then discharged 
on the 2nd Janiary. She got the sickness 20 days after her arrival into the fair. She camo 
from thannah Hurrirampore. No death took place this year. ‘There were two hospitals built 
a little way off from each of the castorn und western extremities of the fair, Those were 
placed under the charge of two native doctors scut by the civil surgeon, As one of the 
hiative doctors was sick before he came here, the subedivisional native doctor was kept 
in the fair from the commencement till the fair broke up. 

No moncy was sent to me, aud I disbursed nothiug forthe fair. I desired Prag Dutta 
to lay his accounts before you. 

‘Phe priuted payers seut with your letter No. £107, dated 6th November, arc herewith 
returned. 








A.—List of the articles sold. 











Names OF ARTICLES, Rs. 
Shall ornaments . a 13,814 
Hooke (pipe for smoking) 8,540 

7,360 

2,750 

6,850 

Mooly bamiboos... 3,400 
Drums is 1,100 
Grinding stones 7,370 
Shoes 62 16,750 
Mats (pati, mandul, &.,) 14,050 
Gold and silver ornaments 58,000 
Tron pans, &e. 2,120 
Paper 2,900 
Miscellancous articles . 1,89,825 
Cloth ee 9,28,650 
Brass, copper, utensils 1,63,000 
Spices (including rocksalt) 420,000 
Cinuamon leaves 38,000 
Rice, dal, oil, and goor, &e. 25,000 
Fish 2,200 
Nets 3,000 
Total eh .-19,14,679 


N.B.—I have every reason to suspect that the shopkeepers, specially the cloth merchants, 
did uot give the correct amount of their sale proceeds for fear of income tax asseysinents, 


Kaisuxa Cuvnpaa Rat, Deputy Magistrate, 
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Rainfall, Weather and State and Prospects of the Orops. 





Statement showing Rainfall, Weather and State axd Prospects of the Crops in the different 
Districts of the Lower Provinces of Bengal, as reported to Government during the week 
ending 8rd Pebruary 1872. : 











Charneter of the 


Date of 








No[ vie [ya em grate, |gtatiegaie, | Miemd remecte be | Rayan 
+ (eae estan al, aaa 
| 
1872. 
1] Bhougulporo —«. |Feb. rd] 03 Very favorable... Avery good, The rain has 


greaily benefited — thel 
Crops and the cultivation 
\ operations generally, 


2 | Mongh ae{ oe Bed 02 Rainy and stormy|Good. ‘The crops do_ not} 
OR appear to have suffered 
| from the storms. 
3 | Purnesh wef Ord Rainy and cloudy! full harvest ix oxpected|* There hasten 





* 
ard | Slight [ITot for the sea- Wheat good; nmstard fair | TAM.bue the 





4 | Rajmmelat 























son. it ie” boing gathered | diva? 
other crops require rain, 

5 | Deoghur 3nd © [Clondy ... Satisfactory. 

6 | Nye Doomka ard | 03 [Cloudy and warm Urliur only is now on tho| 

$ | round. 
7 | Godda ve | 9 €8rd |} Heavy Cloudy and wormThe rain has improyed|t Noain gauge, 
shower. gram, linseed, khesary, 
tnd sugarenne, 

8 | Pakour se[ nm Sri + Cloudy and rainy Rain ix injurious to thot Set, ke 
‘winter crops. ti 

9 | Jomtarra wwe|»  Brd} OS [Rainy and stormy)Musiant, the ouly erop on] 
the ground, is poor for 
want of rain ; it is boing! 
reaped. 

10 | Patna aa} Sd | 06 Partly cloudy and Good. 

partly clear. 

11 | Gyn aed 3rd 0 [Pine ...[Phriving. 

22 | Champarun. . 

33 | Surun os 0 |Clouay su [Olondiness and easterly}é wrsterly wind 
wind have injured the} fern “its 
wheat and mustard very] Wil Uo ood, 
oven, 

14 | Shohabad we[» Bed} 05 Clondy with cast-Phe winter erops promise 

crly wind. well ; the rain has injured| 


the peas and mustard 4 

for a full crop a steady] 

west wind and « brighi 

sun aro required. 

16 | Tirhoot .|» 8rd} 02 [Fair and cold ..,.,The rain has done the 
spring erps_ good : thoy 

are generally flour 













16 | Rajshahye ef tint © [Cloudy and warmiThe spring erops daily im, 
proving. 
17 | Rogeah. 
18 | Dinagepore wa{n Std] 06 [Mornings cloudy|Mustard seanty for want off 
‘and misty, and] rain; very lito of othey 
days ure bright] cold weniher erops grow| 
and close, | in the district, © 
19 | Muldah » — Srd | 0-4 [Getting warmer...,Good. 
20 |Moorshedabad 1], 3rd] 0-4 [Pa = |G : 
21 | Pubne MI2 Bed | 01 |Seasonable, but|Guod. . sul. severe shook 
rather warm, ‘ of of hetnguk 
22 | Rungpore wef Bed 6 [Pine and warm ...\Only the tobseco remain) Shag? jaan?” 
ing toge ent; it ig good, isi 
23 | Burdwan wef Bed © |Foir and_rather|Favorable. Winter * crops 
warm for tho) flourishing. 
Reason. . s 
‘24 | Bancoorah wef 2nd 0-1 |Cool and cloudy The rain has been too slight 
. to be of any uso to tho} 
. crops which are suffering] 
from want of it. 
2% | Beerbhoom w|i Spd] 13° [Cool and fresh ..,/Tho rain has improved the| 
5 winter crops. 
26 | Alooght ard 0 |Clear «| Winter crops good. 
27 | How 3rd 0 |Fevorable |Satisfactory. 
28 | Midnapore znd] 0 {Pair ‘Good. 
20 | Nuddoa rd} 01 [Cloudy [Not good as usnal. 
20 | Fossore 2nd) 0 (Fair and warm |..|Good. : 
81} 24-Perguonahs |. Srd © |Fair | Winter crops satisfactory,] 








and spring crops good. 























SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, FEBRUARY 7, 1872. 145 








































































Date of |Ranfall at} Charetr of the 
‘ Pate of || sinlder | wenthor in the i prompeeta é 
No. sk dt Sato) atric warn Stato an prewrigan  ee | Rawanes. 
1872. 
82 | Davca © [Fair and dry ,..|Good. 
33 | Backergunge © [Pair and eold Good. Rice nearly all eut. 
34 | Furreedporo © Pair and pleasant|Good |Genrat jealthy 
‘38 | Mymensiugh. ipod 
36 | Sylhet 0 [Good {Very good. 
87 | Cachar o-4 [Fair and warm {.|Vory good, 
38 | Chittagong 0 [Fine and rather) Wiiter crops fair. 
| seam, 
39 | NoskhallyorBullooah, ,, 26th) 0 [Pair [Good 
40 | Tipperah. ‘ | 
Al | Hill Tracts of Chitta- 27th 0 Foggy ss |@ood. 
ong. \ 
a2 | Cuttack w.|Feb. 8rd. 0 Mot s-|Good generally. 
43 | Balasore » 3rd) 0 Pair Satisfactory. 
44 | Poorce Jan. 27th | 0 |Warm for thetime Good, except in the Chilka Bxportation. of 
of the year. tracts of Parikud, &e.; Be" (Gane 
rice ull reaped ; winter) {iu 
and spring miscellaneous) e440 
crops poor for want off Pe 
ai 
45 |Mazarccbaugh ... [Feb 3rd | 0°6 [Clondy, fair, and) Improved by the rain, 
warm al times. ‘g 
Ioharduggn |, 2nd] 05 |Coul “String raps benefited by 
. the rain, 
47 | Maunbhoom vedo’ 8rd 03 |Fine «Owing to want of rain) 
there will bo a loss of 
8 nnnas in 6 in| 
spring crops, and 10 in 
mustard and other cil! 
seeds. 
48 | Singbhoom w\Jan, 26th | 0 |Dry and cold ..|itnfavorable for the pulses 
49 | Durrung we] Both | G3 [Cloudy T|Paddy and pulses reaped ; 
‘sugar-cano aud mustard] 
doing well. 
50 | Nowgong. cefoe 26th] 24 [Cold vefSreing” crops promising 
wel 
51 | Soobsaugor vl» 27th | 0-4 |Cooelondy,damp,/Satisfactory. Harvest is 
and foggy. over,except of the winter} 
crops. 
62 | Kamroop » 2th} V7 [Dry IRice favorable. 
63 | Luckimporo » enh} 09 ,|Fuir \Satisfactory. 
64 | Khasi und 2th 0 '|Bair 'o crop standing, except al 
Hills, little votton. 
65 | Naga Tiille wu[o 19th] 0 [Bxccodingly Gne!Nagas, Kukies, Kacharies| 
and Mikirs cloaring new] 
jhums for tho eusuing! 
56 | Tulpigoreo wu (Feb, rd} 0 (Cloudy and vari- Not vory good si gah 
| able. | creas 
67 |Gowalparah —,,, Jan. 27th | 0-7 |Miaty’ and rainy Winter erops reaped ; mus- 
tard not good. 
58 | Garo Hills » 7th} 0 [Pair ...[No erops on the ground. 
69 | Darjeeling Feb. Yad} 02 |iood ZLJWheat and barley ou the 
: hills,and mustard on the 
. plainy prosising 
60 | Cooch Bohar —,,, Jan. 27th| 1°2 {Cloudy and cold Goud, 























LN. D—Tuo edltuans of tho districts trom which reton 


fave not been recelved remaln Vlank. 





Published for general information. 


Forr Wituiam i) 


The 6th February 1872. 


R. H. Wasox, 
Offg. Under-Secy. to the Govt, of Bengal. 
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Weekly Report of Rainfall compiled at the Meteorological 
: Reporter's Office. 
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Stations, 2 H ane 
OE | BET | nectes 
Lae GO cl cee ee eet Re 
~ Tchon | Tucks. 
santack {THAEeRDH OBieG wa! Ni xit Nit feath tun, 1672 
Jeomtak (Taper dite | ate faite Mics, 
alee Pont Sy | Rot wotined)/ NO Bis an 872) 
5 | | Seine ito ito | atte Pat 
S|) Kendrsparas tits ny 
E a pote ane 
E pare thite 
SY Tata din Nil Not received 16th to 21st Sun, 
xi aint " 
Pou Z| ait, ‘hi Not received 8th to 18th Ju 
| Rhhourdals | Not secuived | Nutrecvived 
i 
dat | 
Tearecbath Totpenaey “| 
‘ meee] oo ed lets tans 1sT2 
«i Nil sth J 18/8 
gE ito dite, 
3 ‘hits sito, 
“e ‘hte ‘it 
Griatpore ito | dito | ditto: 
Chycinsae un | dina | Gitte 
Patna (Rankipste) 70 fist dan, 18 
hi 246 


| nino f 
sar 


Bark 
Gye 





‘automnent 2 
Not receiv! ath to 14th Jan, 





th Jaa ste. 


Fest Jan. 1872] 
ditto. 





hotty 
Nowwilale 





: 103 

















Arona dite 
ra S| Not received | Not sev hath Jon. 1872) Not received Int to 7th Jan, 
fetta “ 070 itis f2tst dan. 472.) 
Chispeua = =| Nw 10 fost Inne 1872 
Sewn : maa a ality | Not roceivat 6th to 148% Jam, 
Mosufferpore ow aan ditto, 
Darian | a co Ato, 
rstarnnree =) ono © atte | 
‘Taipore = =| MN 10 
Mudhubaai =| oo oO 
Hajiyore =f] ons 1) 
area =] 03s 35 
Busae =| on ais 
Suneeram =f om os 
Iihthoonb =] os Vis | 
esine =| Nt 155 
Wine npore =] 030 on 
Mucdhes poral | Nil ono Atle 
Bakr mt ditte oa Ante. 
Soopint ce] dhtto ooo ato, 
| | Stones : Tus 
BY] | tamnose 3 Not reesived stat dan. 
E | | Boeaosorai S| Notreceived |” ditto 7th Jan, 
Ed | Dooxiur = fos aia st Jan, 
BY | damtara | ditts Ml sth Ja. 
& | ierimohat | ditt, itt ditt 
B y| Rakour Not received | Notreeeived | ditty [Mth Jun, 
& || Meena Mit Ni ditto. fBsth Jans 
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ditto 120 [ie 
ditto Nil ast! Jn. 
Not retived 4 x 
Mainpore Beauleel. | Ni Nal 
Nature ditto ditto 
Negra title ahitto 
Dinncepore a8 0n5 
|] satan Nil 000 
alt ditto ni | out 
J] SJungipore 08 ov 
Yalbagt Nil va 
B | Sumotabands Ra | Not reogived Ast to 14¢h Jan, 
|| Pubue itto ditto 
Serajgwngo ‘Keo ‘tis 
Bungpore ite 
dito | ditto, 
128 | ditto. 
Nil 
ors 
[Not mosivod 1st to7th Jan, 
ith Jan, 2972. 
5 ‘itt, 
3 ait, 
dina, 
ait, 
be j2sth Jaa. 1679] 
dite. 
ditto. 
ditto, 
ito, 








ditto +, | Not recalvod 8th to fist Jan. 
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| tnacen | Not recived 
a se ee 
| tnrna fy 
hows fon i 
Bernzere 
| Madara tite 
ares titta 
ead 
a 
Samatpore Ait 
{arc ai 
| Risteregango dine 
‘sulin - ‘litt 
Cheer ate 
Tslaeandy i 
( kiyalt ite 
| : 
leuittanmng (Telseeanh Otte | ttn 
gj [eastenrans (3, wit 
+E coe mene nite 
Se tee HN ait 
E on s {into 
E | |Tipperat 3 site 
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